
WHGC: Fall 2012  
Professor Dobbins 
  
Daily Assignment 
“What Is Truth”: Lecture, Study Guide, Gospel of Mark (day 1) 
 

 

Please complete Parts 1-2 and one of the two options for Part 3.  When citing important passages from 
the Gospel of Mark, please include the chapter and verse in parentheses (e.g., 3.13-15).   Note: I 
expect much more of your own original analysis than quotations and summaries.  So, be very 
strategic with your examples.  Please type this response (see below reminders RE: format). 
 

 
Part 1 (150-200 words): 
 
In his lecture on truth, Eckerd religious studies professor Michael Jerryson offers various 
perspectives on truth: Abrahamic, Sikh, Daoist, Buddhist.  First, contrast two of these perspectives 
by summarizing their notions of truth and explaining their key differences.  Next, identify which 
perspective you find more or least compelling, and explain why.   
 
Part 2 (150-200 words):  
 
In the “What Is Truth?” Study Guide (from the course packet), Eckerd philosophy professor Bruce 
Foltz suggests that there are different kinds of truths, some competing and some overlapping—an 
idea he explains using the term “pluralistic epistemology.”  To illustrate this idea, he uses the 
example of a mountain seen from different perspectives.  First, illustrate the same idea by offering 
your own example (a thing) and 4-5 perspectives from which the thing can be seen.  Finally, identify 
which one of these perspectives you find to be closest to “the truth of the thing,” and explain why. 
 
Part 3: Option 1 (150-200 words): 
 
The Messianic Secret: Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus asks people he has healed, or people 
who have knowledge of his divinity, to refrain from telling anyone else.  Note two instances from 
the reading.  Then explain the possible reason(s) for his general secrecy.   
 
Part 3: Option 2 (150-200 words): 
 
The Use of Parables: Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus often uses parables instead of direct 
statements when spreading his message and communicating with the people and his disciples.  
Note two parables from the reading.  Then explain the possible reason(s) for his use of parables.   
 
Attribution: These prompts regarding the Gospel of Mark are adapted from an assignment by 
finance professor Tom Ashman, which he has generously shared with his Eckerd colleagues.  I wish 
to acknowledge his original ideas and words, even when I do not directly quote him. 
 

 
Reminders:  As with every writing assignment, be mindful of the word count limits, proofread and 
edit your work carefully, and bring hard copies of your work to class.  All work should be typed, 
double-spaced, unstapled, and pledged.  Please include your word count for each part of the 
assignment.  See the “Essay Format” and “Honor Pledge” sections of the syllabus for more 
instructions. 


