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Here are some brief ideas from the first reading of the Gospel According to Mark.  I will most likely 
discuss this material in a different order than what we see below.   
 
Day 1: I will begin by asking my class to describe Jesus and the Disciples.  Below are a few questions I 
plan to ask related to the disciples.  I expect this discussion to take at least 10 minutes.  Next, I want to 
discuss Jesus’ use of parables to communicate his message.  I will break my class up into small groups 
and assign each group a parable.  They should read and interpret the parable in their group.  Each group 
will then read the parable aloud and discuss their interpretation.  The rest of the class will then have the 
opportunity to comment on each interpretation and add to the interpretation if necessary.  I expect to 
spend at least 5 minutes on each parable.  This should take up a little more than half the class.  Last, I 
want to discuss the role of healing and miracles in the Gospel According to Mark.  Can students think of 
examples?  How do they envision the healings?  This is a good opportunity to watch a faith healing 
video. 
 
Day 2:  On the second day, I want to focus on the ways in which Jesus questions the norms of his 
society.  Below there are numerous examples.  This would be an excellent time to revisit the Mustard 
Seed Parable and to read the Parable of the Wicked Tenants.  I will try to spend a little more than half 
the class discussing ways in which Jesus questions the norms of his society in the Gospel According to 
Mark.  This should include reading text.  Next, I would like to discuss the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, the 
Arrest of Jesus, the Trial, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.  This discussion should include the 
foretelling of the betrayal at Passover (14:10) and the interpretation of the Lord’s Supper (14:22).   How 
do the disciples react?  How is Jesus treated by the council & soldiers?  How is Jesus killed?  What 
happens to Jesus’ body after his death?  What are some of the implications of the resurrection? 
 
   

1. The Disciples 

a. Jesus Appoints the 12 Apostles (2:13)   

i. Who are they?  List on Board 

ii. What is the role of the disciples?  (Ask for examples) 

iii. Student thoughts on disciples?  Would it be strange to experience something 

similar in modern society? 

b. Jesus sends out his disciples to teach & heal (6:6) 

c. Request of James and John (10:35) 

2. Healings & Miracles 

a. Activity: Have the students find all examples of healings in the readings.  What types of 

afflictions does Jesus heal?  How are these afflictions described?  How do students 

envision these healings? (1:23, 1:30, 1:32, 1:40, 2:3, 3:1, 5:1, 5:21, 6:53, 7:24, 7:31,  

8:22, 9:14, 10:46)  Note: This may be a good opportunity to show faith healings (one 

example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tw7UvFu8ns) 

b. What other types of miracles does Jesus perform?  What are the implications? 



i. Jesus Stills a Storm (4:35) 

ii. Jesus brings a girl back from the dead (5:42) 

iii. Feeding of Five thousand (6:30) 

iv. Jesus walks on water (6:45) 

v. Feeding of Four thousand (8:1) 

vi. Jesus foretells his death and resurrection (8: 31) 

vii. Transfiguration of Jesus (9:2) 

3. Challenging Societal Norms.  Jesus plays an important role in challenging societal norms.  This 

should allow for excellent discussion of events.  Ask students to describe how Jesus challenges 

these norms.  How does Jesus justify each challenge?  Note: This is an opportunity to pick 

several examples. 

a. The Man with an Unclean Spirit (Mark 1:21) 

i. Jesus travels to Capernaum and teaches in the synagogue.  The text states “They 

were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and 

not as the scribes.”  What does this mean? 

b. Jesus forgives sins & Scribes proclaim it blasphemy (2:5) 

c. Jesus eats with tax collector (Levi) & sinners (2:15) 

i. What is Jesus’ reasoning for eating with sinners? 

d. Failure of Jesus and disciples to fast (2:18) 

e. Work on the Sabbath (2:23) 

f. Healing on the Sabbath (3:1) 

g. Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother (3:35) 

h. Jesus teaches on the Sabbath in Nazareth & is rejected (6:1) 

i. Eating with defiled hands (7:2) 

j. Jesus heals the daughter of a Gentile (7:24) 

k. Jesus refuses to give the Pharisees a sign of his divinity (8:11) 

l. Discussion of Divorce with Pharisees (10:1) 

m. Wealth & Entering the Kingdom of Heaven (10:17) 

n. Cursing of the Fig Tree (11:12).  What does this mean? 

o. Jesus cleanses the Temple in Jerusalem  (11:15) 

p. The Chief Priests question Jesus’ authority (11:27) 

q. The question of paying taxes (12:13) 

r. Question of the Resurrection (12:18) 

s. Jesus denounces the scribes(12:38) 

4. Parables.  The parables are excellent opportunities for the students to read from Mark and work 

on interpretation.  I will likely break the class up into groups and have each group read and 

interpret a parable.  I will then have each group read the parable out loud to the class and share 

their interpretations.   We will then open discussion up to the entire class. 

a. Jesus’ response to the Charge that he is Beelzebul (3:24) 

b. Parable of the Sower (4:3) 

i. The purpose of parables (4:10)  

c. The Lamp under a Bushel Basket (4:21) 



d. The Parable of the Growing Seed (4:26) 

e. The Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30) 

f. Tradition of Elders (7:1) 

g. Temptations from Sin (9:42) 

h. Parable of the Wicked Tenants (12:1)  Day 2 Read to Class 

 


