“The essence of obedience consists in the fact that people come to view themselves as the instrument for carrying out another person’s wishes, and therefore no longer regard themselves as responsible for their actions.... This is, perhaps, the most fundamental lesson of our study: ordinary people, simply doing their jobs, and without any particular hostility on their part, can become agents in a terrible destructive process.”
--Stanley Milgram

"Imagine that you are creating a fabric of human destiny with the object of making men happy in the end...but that it was essential and inevitable to torture to death only one tiny creature...and to found that edifice on its unavenged tears: would you consent to be the architect on those conditions? Tell me, and tell the truth!
--Feodor Dostoevski

"Knowledge will forever govern ignorance. And a people who mean to be their own governors, must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives."
-- James Madison

"If a Nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.... If we are to guard against ignorance and remain free, it is the responsibility of every American to be informed."
-- Thomas Jefferson

“The sad truth of the matter is that most evil is done by people who never made up their mind to be either bad or good.”
-- Hannah Arendt

“Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war, is every man, against every man .... In such condition, there is no place for industry...or culture...or knowledge...no arts; no letters, no society; and which is worst of all, there is continual fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man is solitary poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”
--Thomas Hobbes

“Above all, let us not conclude, with Hobbes, that because man has no idea of goodness, he must be naturally wicked; that he is vicious because he does not know virtue...so it may be justly said that savages are not bad merely because they do not know what it is to be good: for it is neither the development of the understanding nor the restraint of the law that hinders them from doing ill; but the peacefulness of their passions, and their ignorance of vices .... It is then certain that compassion is a natural feeling, which by moderating the violence of love of self in each individual, contributes to the preservation of the whole species.”
--Jean-Jacques Rousseau


