
ART ASSIGNMENT Related to TRUTH 

Assignment: Truth is often influenced by perspective.  You will need a digital camera, camera 

phone with downloading abilities, or a traditional cameral (if you have the ability to develop the 

film before class). Please let me know if you do not have any of these options available to you.  

You will be taking two pictures.  Find an object, image, place, etc.  Take picture one from a 

traditional perspective.  The picture should allow the viewer to clearly “know” what the image 

is.  For picture two pick a perspective to take the picture from that can change the image in 

some way.  The best picture combos will be those that picture two challenges the truth of 

picture one. 

 

ART ASSIGNEMENTS Related to TAOISM 

Assignment 1: Mandela.  Pick one Mandela and one writing utensil (I provide graphite pencils 

and colored pencils – I only allow them to take 1 in this assignment because the choosing of 

color and other utensils during the coloring process does not follow Taoist practice).  Find a 

quiet place outside.  Take a few minutes to quiet your mind and observe your surroundings.  

When you are ready simply begin to fill in the Mandela.  Do not think about what you are doing, 

simply be present and see what comes.  After completing your Mandela, take a few minutes to 

reflect on this experience and how it is related to TAOISM.  We will discuss these reflections in 

class.  (You can also ask your students to write a reflective paper). 

Assignment 2:  Art Medium Exploration.  Five art stations are set around the room.  Each station 

has large white paper and one art medium.  Station 1: pastels; Station 2: Graphite sticks and 

pencils; Station 3: colored pencils; Station 4: Paints (both finger and brushes); Station 5: 

crayons.  Instructions:  Pick one work station (you may have to evenly divide if students pick the 

same station).  Take a moment to look at the white piece of paper in front of you and clear your 

mind.  Once your mind is quiet simply begin to explore the medium on the paper.  You are not 

drawing a picture; rather you are letting the experience drive the moment of your hand.  Focus 

on the sensations you are experiencing as the medium hits the paper.  After 7-10 minutes have 

the students rotate stations and repeat the instructions.  Students can either discuss or write 

about their experience.  Ask them to compare and contrast the two mediums they experienced, 

how were they similar or different.  How difficult was it for them not to “create” but rather to 

“Be” and allow the drawing to just develop.  How does this exercise relate to the principles 

found in the Tao Te Ching. 

 

 



ART ASSIGNMENTS related to SACRED ART, SACRED SPACE 

Assignment 1: Iconographic Creation.  Read the description of Iconography (pg. 32).  You will be 

creating an image (this can be done through drawing, painting, or sculpture) that uses 

iconography.  Before you begin you must identify the “culture” or cultural group that will be 

able to recognize the symbols you use.  You may define culture as broadly or as narrowly as you 

want.  You may choose to do additional research on a culture to aid you in this assignment.  You 

may also choose to complete this assignment from a personal perspective.   

Assignment 2:  Sacred Space Creation.  Based on the lecture, readings, discussions, and your 

own experiences how have you come to define a “sacred space.”   For this assignment you are 

going to create a sacred space for yourself.  You will be asked to define “sacred space” and how 

your creation represents that concept to you.  You may make a rendering of this space, or 

create it to size.  For those of you who are intimidated by creating your own sacred space, you 

may also create a photo collage of sacred spaces around St. Petersburg, FL. 

Assignment 3: Pick a piece of art from the text, select a piece of music to accompany it and 

write a reflection paper about why the particular piece of music is a good match for the piece of 

art.  Examples: both pieces evoke similar thoughts and feelings, the music tells the story of the 

art piece, the piece of art and piece of music were created at similar time periods in history, etc.   

 


