
The Psychology of Animal Behavior 

Autumn Term 2012 

 

INSTRUCTOR:    Dr. Lauren E. Highfill (highfile@eckerd.edu) 

OFFICE:   PSY 235  PHONE: 8428 

 

COURSE INFORMATION: 

This course will provide students with an overview of the psychological theories and research, which provide the 

foundation for animal learning and animal training. The focus will be on (a) the principles of learning used to study 

animal behavior; (b) the evolutionary advantage of those behavior processes, and (c) the relevance of animal learning 

research for animal training. We will also review the comparative approaches of animal research and explore classic 

experiments and research findings, as well as current topics on the issues. Through this class, students will develop a 

critical understanding of why animals behave the way the do and understand the process of science in the context of the 

study of animal behavior. You will be required to read and critique research articles in the area of animal behavior. 

There will also be opportunities to speak with local animal trainers and researchers. 

Hurricanes- As you all know, the months of August and September are some of the busiest of hurricane season.  During 

this time, tropical weather systems often approach the Florida peninsula, and as a result Eckerd College sometimes 

closes down for a few days so that students, faculty, and staff can relocate away from the storm.  When this happens, 

you are expected to continue doing all the assigned work in all of your courses. 

 

If we evacuate this semester, I will make assignments before we leave and give detailed instructions about how to turn 

them in.  Take your text, notes, and syllabus with you wherever you go.  Check your email as regularly as possible 

during any evacuation in case I send out additional information about the class.  In addition, course information will be 

available at my.eckerd.edu under Online Course Materials. 

 

Academic Honesty: "On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to 

tolerate these behaviors in others." 

 

This is Eckerd College's Honor Code; I expect everyone in class to abide by this code with regard to all assignments for 

this course. Toward that end, I will require that each assignment for this class contain an indication that the work turned 

in was done without any inappropriate aid. This will be done by writing "Pledged," followed by your name, on all 

assignments. 

 

Eckerd College Resources 

 

Library – You will visit the library, spend time completing assignments there, and determine many ways that this 

valuable resource can be helpful to you in your college experience and beyond. 

 

Writing Center – We will visit the writing center and learn how it can be of value to you during your time at Eckerd 

College. In addition, the writing center will be open to you during Autumn Term and beyond.  

 

Rahall Communications Center – We will visit the Rahall Center and you will learn the ways this important resource will 

be available to you individually and in groups.  

 

Center for Applied Liberal Arts (CALA) – This resource is where career services, service learning, and other important 

programs of the college are housed. You should visit CALA and learn how this resource can be of benefit to you during 

your time at Eckerd and beyond. 

 

Disability Support Services (DSS) – If you think you have a disability, you will want to contact the center so they can 

provide you with the support necessary for you. The extension for DSS is x8248. Email can be sent to dss@eckerd.edu. 

Remember that this is the office that can ensure you receive appropriate accommodations. If you need them, those 

accommodations should be put in place as soon as practicable. 



Some Tips for a Successful Autumn Term 

 

Note-taking: You will want to bring a notebook and writing implement to class along with assigned readings and AT 

portfolio to each class meeting. You will want to be prepared to take notes, write assignments, and collect other 

important information as necessary. 

 

Written Assignments: All out-of-class writing assignments will be completed as typed, 11-12 pt font, 1-inch margins. At 

the top of the first page of each assignment, single-spaced, should appear your name, the course title, and the date. Skip 

a line, then add your centered title, then skip a line and begin your essay with an indented paragraph (double-space the 

essay). Your name should appear at the top right hand side of each additional page, along with the page number. Any 

works cited should appear at the end of your paper. “Pledged” (in reference to the honor code) followed by your 

signature should appear at the bottom of the final page of your text.  

 

Be aware that printers run out of ink and paper and that computer labs get filled up. Do not wait until the last minute to 

print out (or for that matter write) your paper. Give yourself time so you can deal with paper jams, ink shortages, power 

outages, and lost jump drives. One time during the semester technology can be an excuse for why a paper is late, but 

only one time.  

 

E-mail correspondence with your professor: There will be times when we will need to communicate outside of class. E-

mail is usually your best way to reach me, but allow 24 hours for my response. I do not always check email late at night 

or early in the morning (I usually do this during regular working hours). I expect a certain level of professionalism in your 

emails. When you email me (or any professor), be sure to include the following:  

 

• A subject line that clearly states the purpose of the email (e.g. Question about Assignment).  

• A salutation (Dear Professor Highfill, Hi Dr. H)  

• Think twice about whether or not the content of your email is appropriate for virtual correspondence - once you 

hit Send, anyone might be able to read it  

• Be sure to check for mistakes (spelling errors, punctuation problems) 

• Try to keep the email brief (one screen length)  

• When you are sending attachments, include in the email the filename, what format it is 

• Writing in ALL CAPS is like shouting 

• End with an appropriate valediction (Sincerely, Best, Have a great day) followed by your name 

 

I will not respond to emails that do not follow these simple rules.  

 

Classroom Etiquette: Every year it seems that there are a few people who need to be reminded of the rules for the 

classroom. If you already know these, please don’t be offended that I repeat them here. 

• Be in your seat ready to start class (at least) one minute before class start time. We will start and end on time. 

• Use the restroom before class. It is disruptive and rude when someone walks in and out during class. We will 

take a break each morning midway through our class. 

• Computers and cell phones are wonderful things, but they are also great temptations. You may not bring a 

computer to class. Likewise, during the class period all cell phones must be turned off. If you text during my class 

consider yourself absent, no ifs, ands, or buts.  

• If you must miss class, you must call or email me and tell me why. It impacts your participation grade. If there is 

a good reason, your attendance grade won’t be impacted. 

• If you need special consideration for an assignment or exam (sports team travel, family event, etc.) let me know 

in advance and we will reschedule or something. 

 

The Class on the Web: We will have a class website on Moodle. On the site you will find all readings for the course, all 

writing assignments, and an up-to-date schedule for the course. Please check your email and the site regularly. If you 

have a question regarding due dates, what we did or will do in class, assignment requirements please turn to the site 

first. If you still cannot find the answer to your question, please ask a classmate. If, after all that you still are unsure, 

please come and speak with me.  



COURSE ASSIGNMENTS  

 

1. Class Participation – you are required to complete the reading assignments and are expected to participate during 

class sessions, including in-class activities. This includes participating on days with the guest speakers. Attendance 

every day is MANDATORY. If there is a legitimate reason you are unable to attend, please provide written 

documentation such as a doctor’s note. Every unexcused absence will result in a 5% grade reduction. 

 

2. Reading Assignments – while there is no textbook for this course, you will be assigned research articles to read.  

These articles will be posted online in pdf format.  Check Moodle daily for reading assignments.  

 

3. Quizzes – there will be an in-class quiz for most of your reading assignments.  These quizzes are designed to make 

sure you are keeping up with the reading, as reading is essential for successful class discussions. 

 

4. Written Assignments – there will be several assignments to be done both during and outside of class time; we will 

talk more about these assignments during class.  Also, all assignments and due dates will be posted on Moodle. 

 

5. Final Exam – The final exam will cover material from the regular class lectures, readings, videos, and guest lectures. 

 

6. Animal Behavior Research Project – The final project for The Psychology of Animal Behavior will be a “sales pitch” 

for a research project.  There will be four parts to this project. We will discuss the details. 

 

7. Autumn Term Portfolio – Bring your portfolio to class every day.  When we have extra time, you can complete your 

reflections for events from the previous day. 

 

8. Library Tutorial – More about this at the Library’s “The Amazing Race” 

 

 

GRADING: Your final course grade will be determined as follows: 

 

Participation (not just attendance) 10% 

Reading Quizzes 15% 

Written Assignments 20% 

Final Exam 20% 

Research Project 25% 

AT Portfolio 5% 

Library Plagiarism Tutorial 5% 

 



Tentative Course Schedule and Assigned Readings 

 

Date Orientation Related Course Topic 

Sat, Aug 11  Introduction Day and Scavenger Hunt 

Mon, Aug 13  History of Animal Behavior; Introduction to 

conducting animal behavior research 

Tues, Aug 14 Counseling Center  

9:15-10:15AM 

Library Instruction – Conducting a Literature 

Search 

Wed, Aug 15  Creating and Ethogram 

 

Thurs, Aug 16  Introduction to Animal Learning and Training 

 

Class discussion of project ideas 

Fri, Aug 17 Rahall 9:15-10AM Environmental Enrichment  

Mon, Aug 20 Writing Center 11AM-12PM Social Animals 

Tues, Aug 21  Dog Day 

Guest Lecture – Diane Anderson 

Wed, Aug 22  Elephant Day 

Thurs, Aug 23  Visit to Pachyderm Palace   

Meet in front of mailboxes as 8AM!! 

Fri, Aug 24 Into the Streets 12:45-5:30PM Dolphin Day 

Guest Lecture – Marie Trone 

Mon, Aug 27  Higher Cognitive Abilities 

Tues, Aug 28  Frog Day 

Guest Lecture – Doris Preininger 

Wed, Aug 29  Final Exam 

Work on Presentations  

Thurs, Aug 30  Class Presentations 

 

Fri, Aug 31 AT Portfolios Due!  

4PM Brown Hall 

No class 

 


