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READING ASSIGNMENTS: You need not purchase any books for this class.  I will provide 
handouts.  Assigned reading must be completed class, and you must bring the document to 
class.  Take notes, either on the article itself or in a notebook.  Underlining of key passages is 
useful, but rarely sufficient in itself.  Composing notes in the margins--brief paraphrasings, 
responses, or questions--will greatly facilitate your mastery of the content, enhance your 
learning, and speed your review of the material for class discussions and exam preparation.  
In most cases, I will provide you with an accompanying assignment or study questions that 
you should use to guide yourself through the text.  In any case, you should read actively, with 
a specific purpose in mind other than merely turning pages.  Periodically, I will ask to see 
your notes. 
 
STUDENT OBJECTIVES: 
 
1.To learn Eckerd College-level expectations for work and achievement. 
 
2.To begin mastery of communication skills appropriate to written and oral assignments and 
to class discussions. 
 
3.To become familiar with and to utilize library resources. 
 
4.To learn and practice careful observation by watching and listening. 
 
5.To learn and practice analytical and critical thinking. 
 
6.To formulate and informed, thoughtful perspective on the role of education in your personal 
development and in the creation of a good life for yourself and those around you. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Except in documented instances of the most dire circumstances, there are 
no excused absences.  If you do miss a class or come unprepared for the day’s work, expect 
your final grade to be lowered accordingly.  Tardiness is also unacceptable. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: All written work must be submitted in class on the due date.  Your work 
must be typed, preferably word processed, and double-spaced on 8 1/2” x 11” paper, with 
one-inch margins on all sides, top and bottom.  If your paper is longer than one page, please 
staple the pages at the upper left-hand corner.  Do not enclose your paper in a folder or 
acetate cover. 
 
If you are uncertain about any aspect of an assignment, ask me or a fellow classmate for 
clarification well in advance of the due date.  The Writing Center in SE 103 will help you 
with all phases of any writing assignment.  The Autumn Term schedule for the Writing 
Center is Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, 6-9PM; Monday and Wednesday, 6-8PM. 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION: In addition to attending every class, you should come to class 
prepared to listen, watch, think, and speak carefully and intelligently.  Make a conscious 
effort to contribute everyday.  Valuable additions to our discussion can take the forms of on-



point analysis, thoughtful questions, pertinent connections, or the introduction of relevant 
examples and illustrations drawn from outside reading or personal experience.  Remember 
that the goal is to further the conversation, so be clear, concise, and courteous to others.  Not 
only should you pay attention to everyone’s contributions to the discussions, you should take 
notes.  Last, remember that body language is an important aspect of communication.  At all 
times, your physical presence in the classroom should indicate that you are actively involved. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All Eckerd College students are held to the following standard of 
academic conduct: “On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or 
steal, nor tolerate those behaviors in others.” On the last page of any work you submit for 
evaluation, you must write “Pledged,” then sign your name.  Work that does not include this 
affirmation of the college’s honor code will not be graded.  If you have any questions about 
proper academic behavior or practice, please consult with me in advance.  You may also refer 
to the appropriate section of the EC-Book.  
 
SUMMARY: If you want to succeed in any class, you’ll need to dedicate yourself to the 
following: 
 
1.Properly preparing for and attending class. 
 
2.Completing assignments on time. 
 
3.Participating in class activities. 
 
4.Always producing your best work. 
 
5.Seeking and overcoming new intellectual challenges 
 
6.Spending sufficient time on homework and out-of-class study. (Rule of thumb is 2 hours 
homework/study for each hour in class.) 
 
IF WE NEED TO EVACUATE THE CAMPUS: 
 
You will be provided with information and materials necessary for your continuing to 
complete our course objectives.  Our expectations are two-fold: first that you do keep up with 
the assignments even while away from campus.  Second, that you be in touch via e-mail 
during the evacuation. 
 


