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Middle East Politics and Film 
Autumn Term 2012 

 

 

Professor: Dr. Fait Muedini 

Class Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm 

Office: FO 123 

Office Hours: Wednesday, 12:00am-2:00pm, or by appointment. 

Contact: muedinf@eckerd.edu  

 

Course Objectives 

 

How are Middle Eastern politics depicted in film? This course will examine the use of film in 

portraying a variety of topics related to the politics of the Middle East. This course will 

specifically analyze a number of themes that include: The role of Britain, the United States, and 

other outside states in the development and politics related to the Middle East; human rights as 

related to Islam--with a particular focus on the treatment of women’s rights in film; the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict; The Iranian Revolution and post-revolution politics; and the role and 

influence of Sufi philosophy in the development of historic and modern Islamic thought in the 

Middle East. 

 

This course is aimed to help you learn about a range of themes related to Middle Eastern politics 

through the medium of film. This course will allow you to analyze Middle Eastern politics in 

film. In addition, this course will give you the opportunity to develop problem solving and 

analytical skills, improve your capacity to think independently, strengthen your proficiency in 

reading, listening, and writing, and help make your own choices about political and ethically 

difficult situations.  

 
 
Required Readings: The readings will consist of a number of articles and book chapters, which 

I will post on the Moodle website.  

 

 

Assignments and Grading 

 

Attendance and Participation (15 percent). Students are expected to come to every class on 

time, and to be prepared to actively engage and discuss the assigned reading. Students should 

expect to be asked questions during the class discussion. Students should also feel free to ask any 

questions to the instructor that they may have. Furthermore, attendance will be taken, and 

absences from lecture will impact the attendance and participation portion of the overall grade. 

Participation is a very important component of the overall grade. If a student knows that s/he will 

not be able to attend a class, the student should notify me ahead of that specific day, so that any 

needed arrangements may be made for the material covered in class. In addition, students are 

expected to turn an introductory writing assignment (assigned Saturday, August 11
th

, 2012, and 

due Monday, August 13
th

, 2012). While there will be no letter grades for this assignment, not 

turning it in will affect your participation grade.  

mailto:muedinf@eckerd.edu
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Film Response Papers (5 papers) (15 percent each) (75 percent). 

 

Students are expected to write a 3-4 page critical response paper, and a 1 page writing of your 

opinion on the films viewed in class (for a total of 4-5 pages per paper) (papers not at least four 

full pages will be marked down). There will be a total of 5 papers, each worth 15 percent of the 

grade. The papers will be based off of a question or set of questions distributed before the 

screening of the film. The response paper will be a critical response paper in which you are to 

analyze the social, political, and ideological elements of the film as it relates to the posed 

question/questions and class discussion. In the critical essay, the essay will be spent analyzing 

the question objectively, as well as a one-page response of your thoughts and opinion on the film 

in general. The essays will be graded based on your ability to tie in class lecture and discussion, 

along with concepts from the readings (as they were presented in the film) into the essay, as well 

as to effectively analyze the film based on the essay question. Regarding the papers, there is no 

need to cite outside readings, although you may, if you cite accordingly. Consulting and using 

information from film reviews found online without proper citation is considered plagiarism. The 

critical essays should be your own thoughts and words. 

 

Plagiarism Tutorial and Quiz Completion: (5 percent). 

 

Students are expected to complete a plagiarism tutorial. The tutorial is to be completed by 

Monday August 20
th

, 2012 (by 11:59pm). The website for the tutorial is:  

http://www.eckerd.edu/library/Services/plagiarism/preventing-plagiarism.php   

 

Autumn Term Portfolio (5 percent).  

 

Students are expected to go to the mandatory events scheduled for incoming students. This also 

includes the completion of the AlcoholEdu requirement (which can be found at 

www.eckerd.edu/health). The AlcoholEdu requirement should be completed by Friday, August 

10
th

, 2012 

 

Films to be viewed in class: 

 

The Siege 

Lawrence of Arabia 

Persepolis 

Lemon Tree 

Osama 

Monsieur Ibrahim et les Fleurs du Coran 

 

Important Note: Content Disclaimer  

 

Some of the films to be viewed in this course contain adult situations, images, themes, language, 

violent and/or sexual content that you may find offensive. If you see yourself taking issue with 

such material, let me know immediately. 

http://www.eckerd.edu/library/Services/plagiarism/preventing-plagiarism.php
http://www.eckerd.edu/health
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Grading Scale 

94-100             A                                             74-76               C         

90-93               A-                                            71-73               C- 

87-89               B+                                           68-70               D+ 

83-86               B                                             65-67               D 

80-82               B-                                            61-64               D- 

77-79               C+                                           0-60                 F 

 

Course Schedule and Assigned Readings* 

 

Saturday August 11
th

, 2012: Introduction 

 

 Review of syllabus 

 

 Dyer, Richard (1998). Introduction to film Studies (Chapter 1), pages 3-10, in The 

Oxford Guide to Film Studies, John Hill and Pamela Church Gibson (editors). 

 

Monday August 13
th

, 2012: Writing About Film; Middle Eastern Politics and Film 

 

 Corrigan, Timothy (2010). Chapter 1, Writing About the Movies, in A Short Guide to 

Writing About Film, pages 1-18. 

 

 Corrigan, Timothy (2010). Chapter 2, Beginning To Think, Preparing to Watch, and 

Starting to Write, in A Short Guide to Writing About Film, pages 19-37. 

 

 Asfour, Nana (2000). The Politics of Arab Cinema: Middle Eastern Filmmakers Face Up 

to Their Reality, Cineaste, Vol. 26, No. 1, pages 46-48. 

 

 Introductory Writing Assignment Due 

 

Tuesday, August 14
th

, 2012: Portrayal of Muslims and Arabs in Hollywood Films 

 

 Shaheen, Jack (2003). Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People. The ANNALS 

of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 588: 171-193. 

 

 Michalek, Laurence (1989). "The Arab in American Cinema: A Century of Otherness." 

Cineaste, Vol. 17, No. 1, pages 3-9.  

 

 Ahmed, Akbar (2002). Hello, Hollywood: Your Images Affect Muslims Everywhere.” 

New Perspectives Quarterly, Vol. 19, No. 2, pages 73-75. 

 

 

 



 4 

 

Wednesday August 15
th

, 2012: Writing Center; Honor Council 

 

 Writing Center, 9:00am-10:00am (103 Seibert) 

 

 Honor Council, 10:30-11:00am (in class) 

 

 Library Introduction (3:00pm). Meet at Fox Hall. 

 

Thursday August 16
th

, 2012 

 

 Viewing of the film “The Siege” (in-class) 

 

 Wilkins, Karen & Downing, John (2002). Mediating Terrorism: Text and Protest in 

Interpretations of The Siege. Critical Studies in Media Communication, Vol. 19 No. 4, 

pages 419-437. 

 

 Hall, Alice (2001). Film Reviews and the Public’s Perceptions of Stereotypes: Movie 

Critics’ Discourse about The Siege. Communication Quarterly, Vol. 49, No. 4, pages 

299-423. 

 

Friday August 17th, 2012 

 

 Fromkin, David (1989). Chapter 28: Hussein’s Revolt, pages 218-228, in A Peace to End 

All Peace. 

 

 Yesilyurt, Nuri (2006). Turning Point of Turkish-Arab Relations: A Case Study on the 

Hijaz Revolt. The Turkish Yearbook, Vol. XXXVII, pages 97-121. 

 

 Johnson, Maxwell Orme (1982). The Arab Bureau and the Arab Revolt: Yanbu to Aqaba. 

Military Affairs, Vol. 46, No. 4, pages 194-201. 

 

 Barr, James (2009). Chapter 28: A House with No Doors, pages 298-313. In Setting the 

Desert on Fire: T.E. Lawrence and Britain’s Secret War in Arabia, 1916-1918. 

 

 Barr, James (2009). Epilogue, pages 314-323. In Setting the Desert on Fire: T.E. 

Lawrence and Britain’s Secret War in Arabia, 1916-1918. 

 

 Viewing of the film “Lawrence of Arabia” (in-class) 

 

Monday, August 20
th

, 2012 

 

 Continue viewing of the film “Lawrence of Arabia” (in-class) 
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Tuesday August 21
st
, 2012: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 

 Bell, Michael (2005). The West Bank Barrier Debate: Concept, Construction and 

Consequences. Journal of International Law & International Relations 1 (1-2), pages 294-

304. 

 

 Rogers, Richard & Ben-David, Anat (2010). Coming to Terms. A Conflict Analysis of the 

Usage, in Official and Unofficial Sources, of ‘Security Fence,’ ‘Apartheid Wall,’ and Other 

Terms for the Structure Between Israel and the Palestinian Territories.” Media, Conflict, and 

War, Vol. 2, No. 3, pages 1-29. 
 

Wednesday August 22
nd

, 2012 

 

 Communications Orientation, Rahall Center FT235, 9:15am-10:00am 

 

 Viewing of the film “Lemon Tree” (in-class). 

 

 (Lawrence of Arabia Response Paper due). 

 

Thursday August 23
rd

, 2012: The Iranian Revolution 

 

 Axworthy, Michael (2008). Chapter 7: The Pahlavis and the Revolution of 1979, pages 

221-258. 

 

 Axworthy Michael (2008). Chapter 8: Iran Since the Revolution: Islamic Revival, War, 

and Confrontation, pages 259-282. 

 

Friday, August 24
th

, 2012 

 

 Viewing of the film “Persepolis” (in class). 

 

 (Lemon Tree Response Paper due). 

 

Monday August 27
th

, 2012: Women’s Rights  

 

 Human Rights Watch (2009). “We Have the Promises of the World: Women’s Rights in 

Afghanistan”, pages 1-92. 

 

 The Taliban’s War on Women: A Health and Human Rights Crisis in Afghanistan, pages 

1-19; Appendix, pages 113-119 

 

 (Persepolis Response Paper due). 
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Tuesday August 28
th

, 2012 

 

 Abu-Lughod, Lila (2002). Do Muslim Women Need Saving? Anthropological 

Reflections on Cultural Relativism and its Others. American Anthropologist, Vol. 104, 

No. 3, pages 783-790. 

 

 Viewing of the film “Osama” (in-class). 

 

Wednesday August 29
th

, 2012: Sufism 

 

 Heck, Paul (2007). Sufism--What is it Exactly? Religion Compass, Vol. 1, No. 1, pages 

148-164. 

 

 And, Metin (1977). The Mevlana Ceremony (Turkey). The Drama Review: TDR, Vol. 21, 

No. 3, pages 83-94. 

 

 Pinto, Paul (2009). Dangerous Liaisons: Sufism and the State in Syria, Crossing Borders, 

Vol. XIV/1, pages 1-10. 

 

Thursday August 30
th

, 2012 

 

 Viewing of the film “Monsiuer Ibrahim et les Fleurs du Coran.” (Mr. Ibrahim and the 

Flowers of the Quran). 

 

 (Osama Response Paper due). 

 

Conclusion 

 

 (Response Paper for Monsieur Ibrahim due Friday afternoon by 5:00pm (email is 

acceptable). 
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Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to fully adhere to the academic integrity regulations set forth by the 

college, include the Eckerd College honor code: 

 

“On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, 

nor tolerate these behaviors in others.”  

 

You are required to write “pledged” on every assignment to indicate your work is consistent with 

the Honor Code. Any violation of the regulations will result in appropriate disciplinary action as 

set forth in the college’s policy.  

 

Classroom Etiquette 

Students are expected to also follow the college’s classroom conduct regulations.  

  

Americans with Disabilities Accommodations 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination law that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. The legislation requires that 

all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 

accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring accommodation, please 

feel free to notify me immediately. 

 

*Readings/Assignments are subject to change. 

**Note that the syllabus, schedule, assignments, and expectations are tentative, and are subject to 

change and modification.   
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Hurricane Instructions 

 

If for any reason, Eckerd College is evacuated due to a hurricane, students who leave the campus 

for at the least overnight are expected to bring their syllabus, textbooks, articles, and notes so 

they are ready to continue the course. In the case of evacuation, students are expected to check 

your Eckerd email from your off-campus location, and are also expected to continue with the 

course work according to the syllabus. 

 

Hurricane instructions for the course: 

 

1). Emergency contact information: On the first day of class, each student should submit to me 

the following emergency contact information: address, phone number, cell phone, and alternate 

email address. In addition, in the event of a decision to evacuate, the emergency contact 

information form posted on the Eckerd College Intranet (http//:intranet.eckerd.edu) must be 

filled out by all students. 

 

2). Books and other class material: Students must take all books and other assigned readings 

with them during an evacuation. Students are expected to continue your course work as outlined 

on the syllabus. If we receive an announcement for a possible evacuation, I will distribute two 

weeks of homework questions for students to answer. If the evacuation continues for longer than 

two weeks, I will post additional assignments on Moodle. 

 

3). Moodle: In case of an evacuation, students will be expected to follow Moodle, since I will be 

posting questions and assignments for students to answer and complete. I will read and respond 

to all of your answers. Please continue to read each chapter and article assigned in the syllabus 

during the evacuation, and do not hesitate to contact me with any questions that you may have 

about the readings. 

 

4). Communications: The best way to communicate with me during a hurricane evacuation is 

through email. My email address is muedinf@eckerd.edu.  

 

5). Significant break in the semester. If we have a significant break in the semester, I will 

convert the course into an independent study. I will contact you via your emergency contact 

information. You will be asked to follow the syllabus and the homework assignments that I post 

on Moodle. Along with such assignments, I will also assign either a final exam or an analytical 

or research paper related to the course. Depending on the circumstances, you will either return 

the work to me via email, or via a postal service.  
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