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Course Description: 

This course explores the historical evolution of an American institution, the western 

movie.  Movies have helped to shape our perception of our western past.  These films 

were often based on fictional literature that did little to preserve the true history of the 

American west.  As we study western films this autumn term, we will attempt to separate 

fact from legend.  The chronicle of western settlement is a critical part of the nation’s 

history that should be preserved as accurately as possible. 

 

Course Requirements: 
 One paper five to seven typewritten pages in length, double-spaced and documented with 

endnotes is required in this course.  A bibliography and endnotes must be submitted with 

your paper.  You may choose to write a paper comparing the screenplay of one of the 

movies we watch in class with the original text.  This paper should indicate how much 

the movie deviates from the book.  The New York Times Book Review and film review 

are excellent sources to assist your analysis.  We will watch two movies based upon 

literary works: The Last of the Mohicans and Stagecoach. A third movie Tombstone will 

be compared to the most recent historical research.   Some of the information you will 

need to do this assignment will be presented during in-class lectures.  If the copy of the 

book you have chosen is unavailable you may use another movie based upon a literary 

work if you have access to that movie and book.  The library also has a collection of 

videos and DVDs.   You may prefer the second option which is to analyze one of the 

films we view in this course for authenticity.  This will require that you do some research 

on the historical period, geographical locale etc.  You may also suggest a movie for the 

class if it is congruent with course materials.   Dianne Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference 

should be used as a guide for all written assignments.  It is available in the bookstore.  

Hacker’s book is also required for your Western Heritage course this fall. 

 

Please remember that un-excused absences are not allowed during Autumn Term. 

Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading and in-class videos. 

There are two essay exams in this course a midterm and a final.  These will be based 

upon the films, lectures and assigned reading. 

 

Honor Code (Eckerd Students): “On my honor, as an Eckerd College Student, 

I pledge not to lie, cheat or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others.”  Students 

must indicate compliance with the Code by writing “pledged” and signing every 



assignment and exam submitted in this course.  Only assignments in compliance 

with the Code will be accepted. 
 

Required Texts: 

 The Cowboy Way, An Exploration of History and Culture, edited by Paul Carlson; 

Western Places American Myths by Gary Hausladen 

 

Assignment Schedule: 
 

August 13                   Introduction 

                                      Lecture; Hausladen: Introduction, chapter 1 

 

August 15                    Building A Nation  

                                     Video: The Last of the Mohicans                    
           

August 16                    Manifest Destiny 

                                      Discussion; Hausladen, chapters 3&4 

        ETS exam, 10:00am 

 

 

August 17                    The other face of the American West 
                                       Carlson, chapters 3-5;  

                                        Hausladen, chapters 6-7, Video: Blazing Saddles        

 

 

August 18                      Elements of Western Film Production  
         Carlson: chapter 15; Hausladen, chapter 12; 

                                         Library Orientation:  3:00pm 

 

August 18                      Cowboys and Indians 
                                       Carlson: chapters 8-10; Hausladen, chapter 2 

                                        Video: Little Big Man (Pt 1) 

                                         

 

August 19                       Video: Little Big Man (Pt. 2) 

                                              

                                      

 

August 22                        Writing Center Orientation 9:00 am 
                                         Step One/ Fall Registration 

 

 

August 23                        Midterm Exam (Step Two/Fall Registration)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



                                         Step Two Fall Registration 

 

August 24                         Law and Order in the West 
                                           Hausladen: chapter 9, Lecture; 

                                           Video: Tombstone 
 

August 25                        Gender in the West 

                                          Hausladen: chapter 8, Lecture 

                                          Video: The Unforgiven 

 

 

August 26                        The West on the small Screen 

                                           Lecture, discussion                 

 

 

August 29                         The West and Land Preservation 

                                           Hausladen: chapter 4 

 

 

August 30                         Review 

 

 

August 31                         Paper Due, Final exam 
 

 

        

 


