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Telling stories and journeying are commonalities 
shared across cultures and generations.  The 
course focuses on exploring the role of the journey 
in story creation and generation.  We will explore 
the various narrative positions and ideas related to 
stories of the sea and sail.  Reading and engaging 
in critical investigation of narratives will be the 
primary goal of this course.  As such, we will 
examine literature using a variety of lens, including 
metaphor, point of view, subjectivity, and plot. 
 
AT 21: Narratives of Sailing is meant to not only 
introduce you to ideas and concepts of literature 
and the humanities, but the course also serves as 
an introduction to college life.  We will work to 
bring the material to bear on all aspects of your 
academic experience. 
 
Course Format: 
The class experience will move between lecture (very short), discussion, and creation.  To truly 
generate knowledge and ability, you must take control of your learning.  In class, we will move 
through inquiry and discussion.  You will all be speaking and leading discussions.  At certain 
points in the semester, we will have discussion leaders who will facilitate the conversation about 
the works read.  In addition, be prepared for quizzes and in-class writing prompts. 
 
Required Texts: 
Diana Secker Tesdell’s Stories of the Sea 
Peter Neill’s American Sea Writing: A Literary Anthology 
 
In addition, some readings will be assigned in class.  These readings will be available 
electronically also. 
 

Overview of Class Activities and Grading Breakdown 
For the most part, this class requires active participation and engagement in the classroom and 
beyond. 
 

http://drkat.org/


The major activities of the class are: 
Reading and reflection journal:  
As a reader and engager of texts, you need to first 
establish a degree of familiarity with the texts.  The 
first method of increasing your awareness and 
comfort with a text is through active reading.  You 
will need to complete one critical reading handout for 
each story explored and one critical reflection for 
each story explored. The journal will also house your 
vocabulary work (For each class, you will locate two 
words that you did not know from the readings or 
from the class.  You will define the word using the 
Oxford English Dictionary, cite where the word 
appeared, and craft an example sentence using the 
word. 20%     
                                               
Annotation Presentation: To annotate is to make 
notes directly on a text as one reads and rereads it, 
identifying significant features, discovering patterns 
of features, and speculating on meanings.  The 
practice is a crucial means of paying close attention 
to a text whether one is preparing for a class 
discussion, generating ideas for an essay, or just 
experiencing the richness of a text for pleasure. 20%   
 
Critical Analysis and Reflection (Midterm and Final):  
The reflection letter provides an opportunity for you 
to think about the kinds of reading, writing, and 
interpretation that you have done to this point in 
class.  The basic premise of this letter is that it 
should be a sincere, thoughtful, and thorough 
attempt to reread what you have read and written for 
the course and to reflect on its meaning as a body of 
work. 20% 
 
In-Class Quizzes and Writing: Engaging in class 
discussion involves not just talking and not just 
listening, but it also involves some “doing.”  We will 
have short informal quizzes, in-class writings, 
discussion sessions, etc. that will help to get you 
more actively involved in your learning. 20% 
 
Attendance and participation: Remember that 
absences are not an option in Autumn Term. Being in 
class on time is not only something you need to do, it 
is something you will want to do (you won’t want to 
miss anything!). Each of us brings a unique 
contribution to our course. Each of us brings an 
important perspective to class discussions and other 
activities. Participation involves making thoughtful 
contributions to our course and in our classroom 



group; it also entails learning to listen and develop other skills essential to collegiality in our 
college community.  The grade is also based on the completion of the library quiz and the 
completion of the AT Portfolio. 20% 
 

Course Policies 
Academic Honesty - Eckerd College honor code states: "On my honor, as an Eckerd College 
student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others." On each 
written assignment students are required to write "pledged" and sign it, indicating that their 
work is consistent with the Code. Continuing on the subject of academic honesty, plagiarism is 
grounds for failing any course at Eckerd College and it is subject to further disciplinary action. 
There are no exceptions to this rule. If you need help citing a reference, please ask. We will 
ensure you get the assistance that you need. 
 
Inclusive Language – In order to create a work and study environment that celebrates, rather 
than demeans, the cultural diversity of Eckerd College, we will use inclusive language. Used 
constructively, language reflects social and cultural diversity in ways that are positive and 
accurate. Often unconsciously, some common uses of language reinforce bias and negative 
stereotypes. We are working to develop precision in all types of communication. The use of 
inclusive language is a step in the direction of scholarly discourse. 
 
Our Group as Community Expectations – We will compile a list of expectations for our class as 
a community. These will be distributed in writing. They will also be posted on our Moodle site 
and on the class website. 
 
Tips for Success in Autumn Term: 

 Note-taking: You will want to bring a notebook and writing implement to class along with 
your texts each class meeting. You will want to be prepared to take notes, write quizzes, 
and collect other important information as necessary.  Here is a great link for taking 
notes.  

 Written Assignments: All out-of-class writing assignments will be completed as typed, 12 
point font, default margins (1-inch top and bottom margins; with 1.25 right and left side 
margins and left-aligned). At the top of the first page of each assignment, single-spaced, 
should appear your name, the professor’s name, the course title, and the date. Skip a 
line, then add your centered title (in 14 point font), then skip a line and begin your 
essay with an indented paragraph (double-space the essay). Your name should appear at 
the top right hand side of each additional page, along with the page number. Works 
cited appear at the end of your paper. 

 Electric correspondence with your professor: There will be times when we will need to 
communicate outside of class. E-mail or instant messaging is usually your best way to 
reach me.  If you email me, please allow 24 hours for my response (although I usually 
return emails sooner). I do not check email late at night or early in the morning (I 
usually do this during regular working hours). Don’t forget to indicate what you want to 
speak about in the subject of your email. Don’t forget to tell me who you are in the 
body of the email. Also, if you need me to contact you, please include contact 
information just to make sure I have all the information I need to assist you with your 
request. 

 Evacuation Contingency: If for any reason Eckerd College is evacuated, students who leave 
campus for stays of overnight or longer should bring their Autumn Term syllabus, 
notes, and texts to continue the course work. In such an event, check your Eckerd email 
from your off-campus location and check our Moodle site for continued communication 

http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html


and any assignment revisions from your professor. College expectations are that you will 
continue to work on this course independently throughout an evacuation. 

 
Eckerd College Resources: 

Library – We will visit the library, spend time completing assignments there, and determine 
many ways that this valuable resource can be helpful to you in your college experience and 
beyond. 
Writing Center – We will learn how the writing center can be of value to you during your time 
at Eckerd College. In addition, the writing center will be open to you during Autumn Term and 
beyond. Regular Autumn Term hours for the center are Sunday – Thursday, 6:00pm – 9:00pm. 
The center will be open from Sunday (8/9) to Wednesday (8/26) with Monday (8/10) as a closed 
day. 
Rahall Communications Center – You will learn the ways this important resource will be 
available to you individually and in groups. 
Center for Applied Liberal Arts (CALA) – This resource is where career services, service- 
learning, and other important programs of the college are housed.  
Disability Support Services (DSS) – If you think you have a disability, you will want to contact 
the center so they can provide you with the support necessary for you. The extension for DSS is 
x8248. Email can be sent to dss@eckerd.edu. Remember that this is the office that can ensure 
you receive appropriate accommodations. If you need them, those accommodations should be 
put in place as soon as practicable. 
 
Class Behavior 
1.   Classroom attendance is a necessary part of this course.  
2.   Classroom participation is a part of your grade in this course. To participate you must 
attend class having prepared the materials for the day. Questions and comments must be 
relevant to the topic at hand. 
3. You are expected to be on time. Class starts promptly. You should be in your seat and 
ready to begin class at this time. Packing up your things early is disruptive to others around you 
and to myself. 
4. Classroom discussion should be civilized and respectful to everyone and relevant to the 
topic we are discussing. Everyone is entitled to their opinion. Classroom discussion is meant to 
allow us to hear a variety of viewpoints. This can only happen if we respect each other and our 
differences. 
5. Any discussion from class that continues on any class discussion list should adhere to 
these same rules and expectations. 
6. You are expected to do your own work. Cheating, plagiarism and any other form of 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Please refer to the Honor Code by which all students 
are expected to abide. Grade penalty that will be issued to you should you be found responsible 
for academic dishonesty will be (F in course, F on assignment, 1 letter grade lower in course, 
redo assignment, etc.) 
7. What you can expect from me: I will be prepared for class, on time, I will not be leaving 
early, I will be respectful of you and your opinions. 
Meaningful and constructive dialogue is encouraged in this class and requires a degree of 
mutual respect, willingness to listen, and tolerance of opposing points of view. Respect for 
individual differences and alternative viewpoints will be maintained at all times in this class. 
One’s words and use of language should be temperate and within acceptable bounds of civility 
and decency. 
8.  Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without interruption, all students 
are expected to come to class prepared and on time, and remain for the full class period. All 

mailto:dss@eckerd.edu


phones, games, players or other electronic devices that generate sound and/or pictures must be 
turned off during class. 



 

 

Date 
 

Daily Goals Read Do Turn-In for Evaluation  Additional Resources 

Friday 
August 
10 

-Begin to construct 

an understanding 

of writing as a 

series of tasks 

 Syllabus Locate two areas that you have 
questions in relation to the class and 
make one suggestion in one of the 
following areas:  
-Course Policies 
-Classroom Behaviors 
(Bring to class on 8/13) 

 
 

What is a syllabus? 
 
How to write a 
summary? 

Sat. 
August 
11 

-Begin engaging 
literature 
-Enable critical 
interpretation 
-Use writing for 
inquiry 
 
 

Ray Bradbury “The 

Fog Horn” 11-22 

Reading Process Report (2 pages) Two areas and suggestions What is an academic 
paper? 
 
Improving as a Student 

Mon. 
August 
13 

 
-Develop and refine 
vocabulary and 
presentation skills 
-Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
literary conventions 
 
 

Ernest Hemingway 
“After the Storm” 
127-133 

Bring in one page narrative on object 

 
Complete Reading Log (What does it 
Say) for Hemingway.  Bring to Class 
 

Reading Process Report 
 
 

Reading for the 
author’s voice 
 
Observation skills  

Tues. 
August 
14 

-Develop and refine 
vocabulary 
-Use writing and 
reading for inquiry 
and communicating 

Doris Lessing 
“Through the 
Tunnel” 147-158 

Complete Log for Lessing 
 
 
Sign up for annotated presentations 

One page Narrative on object 
 
Reading Log for Hemingway 
(What does it say) 
 
Work on Annotated 
Presentations 

 
Reading for diction 

Weds. 
August 

-Use writing and 
reading for inquiry 

Kurt Vonnegut “The 
Cruise of the Jolly 

Complete Log for Vonnegut 
 

Log for Lessing 
 

Point of view 

http://taproject.rutgers.edu/services_tips/WhatSyll.pdf
http://mrshatzi.com/files/storysummary.pdf
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/what.shtml#tone
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/what.shtml#tone
http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/stdyhlp.html
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/listeningtovoice.htm
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/listeningtovoice.htm
http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/active.htm
http://closereadingnyc.blogspot.com/2009/10/analyzing-diction.html
http://www.learner.org/interactives/literature/read/pov1.html


 

 

15 -Create and enable 
a personal method 
of interpretation 
 

Roger” 179-190 
 
 

(Write response in class) 
 
Workshop on Presentations 

Work on presentations; two 
on Friday 

Thursda
y 
August 
16 

-Develop and refine 
vocabulary skills 
-Create and 
engage a personal 
method of 
interpretation. 

Stephen Crane 
“The Open Boat” 
205-234 

Complete Log for Crane 
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 
Write Mid-term Letter (Reflection and 
Connection) 

Log for Vonnegut 
 
Two Presentations 

Critical Reading 

Friday 
August 
17 

-Integrate ideas 
with those of 
others. 
-Use reading for 
learning and 
communicating. 

Robert Olen Butler 
“Titanic Victim 
Speaks through 
Waterbed” 309-324 

Complete Log (Says and Means) for 
Butler 
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for Crane 
 
Two Presentations 
 
Mid-Term Letter 

Close Reading  

Monday 
August 
20 

-Understand a 
writing assignment 
as a series of 
tasks. 
-Engage the 
material 
-Synthesize 
secondary source 
material 

Mark Helprin “Sail 
Shining in White” 
381-401 

Complete Log for Helprin 
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for Butler 
 
Two Presentations 
 

Reading for Inferences 

 
Tuesda
y 
August 
21 

-Analyze and 
evaluate the 
readings 
-Integrate ideas 

E.B White “The 
Sea and the Wind 
that Blows” 610-
613 

Complete Log for White  
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for Helprin 
 
Two Presentations 
 

Reading for theme 

 
Weds. 
August 
22 

-Use writing and 
reading for inquiry. 
-Synthesize 
appropriate primary 
and secondary 
sources. 

Rachel Carson 
“The Marginal 
World” 562-568 

Complete Log for Carson  
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for White 
 
Two Presentations 
 

Reading for Evaluation  

http://www.criticalreading.com/critical_reading.htm
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/documents/CloseReading.html
http://www.criticalreading.com/inference_reading.htm
http://www.ttms.org/say_about_a_book/themes_and_variations.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/03/


 

 

Thursda
y 
August 
23 

-Develop 
knowledge of genre 
conventions. 
-Integrate ideas 
with those of 
others. 

James Thurber 
“The story of 
Sailing” 493-496 
 
Go Sailing 

Complete Log for Thurber 
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for Carson 
 
Two Presentations 
 

Reading Strategies  

 
Friday 
August 
24 

-Engage a personal 
method of 
interpretation 
-Integrate ideas 
with those of 
others. 
 

Joshua Slocum 
from Sailing Alone 
Around the World 
381-392 
 

Complete log for Slocum 
 
(Write Response in Class) 

Log for Thurber 
 
Two Presentations  

Reading Poetry  

  
 
Monday 
August 
27 

-Use writing and 
reading for inquiry 
and communicating 
-Integrate ideas 
 

Richard Henry 
Dana from Two 
Years before the 
Mast 140-163 

Complete Log for Dana  
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 

Log for Slocum 
 
Two Hypertextual 
Presentations Jake and Matt 

Note-Taking Steps  

Tuesda
y 
August 
28 

-Create and enable 
a personal method 
of interpretation 
-Develop 
knowledge of genre 
 

Ralph Waldo 
Emerson from 
Journals 118-127 

Complete Log for Emerson 
 
(Write Response in Class) 
 
Write Final Reflection Letter  

Log for Dana 
 
Two Presentations  

 

Weds. 
August 
29 

-Use writing and 
reading for inquiry 
-Integrate ideas 
with those of others 

Fanny Kemble from 
Journal of a Young 
Actress 101-110 

Log for Kemble Log for Emerson 
 
Two Presentations  

 

Thursda
y 
August 
30 

-Review Goals for 
Class 
-Review objectives 
for Class 
 

  Short One Page Overview of 
the Experience  
 
Two Presentations  
Final Reflection Letter Due 

 

Friday 
August 
31 

     

http://www.paec.org/david/reading/general.pdf
http://garts.latech.edu/owl/literature/poetryguide.htm
http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/notetaking.html


 

 

 
 
 


