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Ethics and Animal Welfare 
AT 15, Autumn Term 2012 

FO 100B, Monday-Friday 9:00-12:00 
Jason Sears 
Office: Sheen Annex 
Phone: (727) 864-8327 
email: searsjm@eckerd.edu 
 
Course Objectives: 
Ethics and Animal Welfare investigates the viability of the three primary goals of the animal 
rights movement: the abolition of the use of animals in science and entertainment, the 
dissolution of commercial animal agriculture, and the total elimination of commercial and 
sport hunting and trapping.  We will consider the ethics of the use of animals to further the 
ends of human beings and the possibility of the intrinsic value of animals.  Topics include 
responsibilities to other species, ethical theory, the intrinsic value of nature, and the historical 
roots of anthropocentrism.  Because this is an autumn term course designed for students 
new to Eckerd College, our further goals include understanding college-level expectations 
for work and achievement, mastering writing and communication skills, and learning about 
academic resources available to you at Eckerd.       
 
Course Requirements: 
There will be a final examination worth twenty-five percent of your grade.  The date of the 
final will be Thursday, August 30.  
 
You are required to write two essays worth twenty percent of your grade. The first essay is 
designed to test your reading comprehension and writing skills and will be used to suggest 
possible placement in writing courses.  We will discuss the second essay in class.   
 
There will also be a group oral presentation worth thirty-five percent of your grade.  We will 
discuss topics and method in class.    
 
Another ten-percent of your grade is reserved for class participation.  You are expected to 
come to class prepared and have something intelligent to say about the reading.  Neither can 
be accomplished if you do not read or attend.  It should be noted that nothing on this 
syllabus is written in stone and can be changed with prior notice from the instructor. 
 
Five-percent of your grade consists of a library project.  This assignment will allow you to 
demonstrate you technology proficiency as well as your ability to effectively use library 
resources. This project is a college requirement that must be completed.  It will be graded by 
librarians, and a failing grade will require remediation or repetition of the assignment. 
 
Grading: Examination      25%  
  Written Assignments     20%  
  Oral Presentation     35% 
  Class Participation     10% 
  Library Project       5% 
  Autumn Term Portfolio     5% 
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Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory for every class meeting and every field trip.  If there 
is a legitimate reason you are not able to attend, please provide written documentation such 
as a doctor’s note etc. For every unexcused absence your grade will drop ten percent.    
 
Make-up Exams: Make-up exams may be scheduled with the permission of the instructor.  
Prior consent should be obtained.   
 
Honor Code: What follows is the newly implemented Eckerd College Honor Code:  
 
On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat,  
or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others. 
 
On every assignment turned in for this course you must write “pledged” before your 
signature indicating that you understand and adhere to the Honor Code.   
 
Technology: Use of laptops and cell phones are prohibited in the classroom unless, in the case 
of the former, the student has a dispensation from Student Disability Services.   
 
Hurricane Plans: If for any reason, Eckerd College is evacuated, bring your texts, notes and 
syllabus with you.  Check your Eckerd email and continue with the course work according to 
the syllabus.  In the event of a short evacuation, we will determine at the time of the 
announcement how much of the current class unit assignments will be appropriate to cover 
through distance learning like email.  If your new location does not have online access, it is 
your responsibility to let me know via phone. 
 
In the event of a longer evacuation (weeks to months), the procedure is a bit different: 
Once you are safely relocated, you should use email to maintain contact with me.  If your 
new location does not have online access, it is your responsibility to arrange to use some 
kind of public resource.   
 
 
Required Texts: 
Animal Liberation, Peter Singer 
In Defense of Animals: The Second Wave, edited by Peter Singer 
Ethics on the Ark: Zoos, Animal Welfare, and Wildlife Conservation, edited by Norton, Hutchins, 

Stevens, and Maple 
 
Supplemental Texts:  
On Library Reserve 
 
Tentative Assignment Schedule:  
Saturday, August 11   Introductory Lecture  
     Assignments, Philosophy and Ethics 
      
Monday, August 13 Anthropocentrism and the History of Western Ethics  

Animal Liberation Chapter 5  
 
Library Orientation 11:00-12:00 
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Tuesday, August 14 Anthropocentrism and the History of Western Ethics  

Group Consultations 1-4  
Article Reflection essays due 
 

Wednesday, August 15   Peter Singer’s Argument 
Animal Liberation Chapter 1 
Group Consultations 5-8 
 
Rahall Communications Orientation 10-10:30 
 

Thursday, August 16   Presentation 1: Are Zoos Ethically Defensible?   
Read Ethics on the Ark part 1: Hargrove, Regan, and 
Jamieson  

 
Friday, August 17   Mentor Meetings: Catalog Assignment Due 

Week Two  

Monday August 20   Mentor Meetings: Catalog Assignment Due 
 
     Presentation 2: Ethics of Pet Ownership 

Readings on Moodle: Rollins, Shepard, Mathews  
 
Tuesday, August 21 Presentation 3: Reason, Emotion, and Consciousness 

of Animals 
Readings on Moodle 
 
Presentation 4: Do Animals Form Cultures? 

     Readings on Moodle 
 

Wednesday, August 22   Presentation 5: Are Aquariums Ethically Defensible? 
 
     Presentation 6: Factory Farms 

Read Animal Liberation Chapter 3, 4; In Defense of 
Animals Part II sections 7, 8 

 
     Writing Center Orientation 10:30 
 
Thursday, August 23   Reason, Emotion, and Consciousness of Animals 

Revisited: PBS Animal Minds 
 

Friday, August 24 Presentation Essay Due 

 

Week Three 

Monday, August 27     Big Cat Rescue Tour  
  
Tuesday, August 38   Presentation 7: Ethics of Vivisection 



 4 

Read Animal Liberation Chapter 2 and In Defense of 
Animals Part II reading 6 
 
Presentation 8: Animal Rights Activism 
Animal Activism Readings: In Defense of Animals Chapters 
11, 12, 14 

      
Wednesday, August 29   Singer’s Argument Revisited:  

Readings on Moodle: Is Vegetarianism Unfair to Women and 
Children 

 
Exam Review 

      
     Counseling Services Orientation 11:00 

  
Thursday, September 30  Final Examination 
     WHGC Syllabus 


