
Autumn Term 2012  
Questioning Youth: From Innocence to Experience 

Professor Daniel Vilmure Office Hours MWF 7:30 - 9:30am 
Office Location: PEL Franklin Templeton 143 Phone: 727-864-8353 

 
Reading & Assignment Schedule 

 
8-11 Class 1 

Syllabus & Introduction 
Songs of Innocence & Experience, William Blake 

 
8-13 Class 2 

Juno, Diablo Cody 
 

8-14 Class 3 
Juno, Diablo Cody 

Honor Council Session at 10:30am 
 

8-15 Class 4 
The Graduate, Buck Henry (screenplay on Moodle; please bring your laptop to class) 

Library Session at 10:00am 
 

8-16 Class 5 
The Graduate, Buck Henry (screenplay on Moodle; please bring your laptop) 

 
8-17 Class 6 

The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank 
SAILS Library Session at 10:00am 

 
8-20 Class 7 

The Diary of a Young Girl,Anne Frank 
CLA Library Session at 9:00am 

 
8-21 Class 8 

The Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare 
Rahall OCL Session at 10:00am 

 
8-22 Class 9 

The Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare 
Counseling (in-class session) 

 
8-23 Class 10 

Poetics, Aristotle 
Master Harold and the boys, Athol Fugard 

 
8-24 Class 11 

Poetics, Aristotle 
Master Harold and the boys, Athol Fugard 

 
8-27 Class 12 

A Separation, Asghar Farhadi (screenplay on Moodle; please bring your laptop to class) 
 

8-28 Class 13 
A Separation, Asghar Farhadi (screenplay on Moodle; please bring your laptop to class) 

 
8-29 Class 14 

Class Presentations (40% of Grade) 
 

8-30 Class 15 
Final Exam (40% of Grade) 



COURSE DESCRIPTION 

When we are very young, we are full of questions.  Even babies and toddlers, 
before they can form words, produce sounds which are shaped, if they are 

shaped like anything at all, like question marks.  When we can speak we ask 
simple, amusing questions like "Where do babies come from?", and not so 

simple, not so amusing, not so answerable ones like "Where do people go when 
they die?" and "Where do socks go when they get lost in the drier?" Questions 

are bridges we build over mysteries.  As we grow older and gain experience and 
kowedge, more painful and profound questions arise like: "Why is there 

suffering in the world?", "Why is there war?", "What is the nature of time? Of the 
self?" It is the nature of humans to forever ask questions, and it is the nature of 

students to try to the best of their ability to answer them.  The very word 
"question" contains the word "quest," which means "to search" or "to make a 

journey."  So to ask a question is to search for an answer; we may not always find 
one, particularly when it comes to big questions like love and justice and life and 
death.  But the excitement of the adventure is in the search, in the human quest 

for an answer.   On this subject, the late great Italian writer Italo Calvino defined 
a classic work of literature as a work "which keeps asking questions."  Think of 

your favorite movie or book: no matter how many times you watch it or read it, it 
makes you ask profound questions about the nature if the world in which you 

live (The Godfather: Does crime really pay? The Great Gatsby: Are dreams 
dangerous?), questions that usually lead you to new and profoundly interesting 
answers.  And so this class - which is entitled Questioning Youth: From Innocence 
to Experience - explores in detail two facets of the modern world: first of all, the 

tendency of all people, but young people especially, to ask increasingly 
sophisticated questions about the world in which they live; and secondly, how 

their questionsand especially their answers lead them from a state of innocence 
or naivete to one of experience (however difficult) and knowledge.  Each of the 

works we will examine is presented from the point-of-view of a younger person.  
So as young persons learning to explore the contemporary world in an 

increasingly sophisticated fashion, you will be asked to answer questions and 
questions answers through in-class writing, presentations, classroom 

participation, and a final examination.  Asked to answer questions and question 
answers in your quest to explore what it means to live in the mystery that is the 
present historical moment, you will be given the opportunity to go beyond what 
is "modern" to define the rich and enigmatic landscape that is our 21st century. 

Assignments & Grading 

 
CLASS PRESENTATIONS 

40% of your final grade will be based on a presentation you and your partner 
will give the last week of class. 

EXAMINATIONS 
40% of your final grade will be based on a final examination you will take the last 

week of class. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION 

10% of your final grade will be based on class participation. 
PORTFOLIO & PLAGIARISM TUTORIAL 10% (5% each) 

These are requirements of all AT freshman. 
 



CLASS PARTICIPATION 

Be ready to express yourself and to be receptive to the ideas of others.  Think 
about that word “receptive.”  It means to receive – not necessarily to accept.  

Receptiveness involves close, deep, active listening – the deeper you listen, the 
deeper your response, regardless of whether you accept or reject what you have 
“received.”  This acceptance or rejection, too, will help you to develop the kind of 

critical response skills that are at the heart of academic dialogue – “criticism” 
does not mean acceptance or rejection in the ways of everyday life, the “thumbs 

up” or “thumbs down” of Romans judging gladiators or critics judging Hollywood 
movies; it means “extension” or “revision” or “reconsideration” of an argument, a 

way of deepening dialogue to build on the ideas of others, and/or to promote 
your own.  So to actively participate in class is to “receive” so you can “respond.”  
The student who scores a “9” or a “10” on Class Participation is the student who 

will have demonstrated an active and receptive consideration of the ideas of 
texts and the ideas of others. 

TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

On designated days, you will be permitted to bring your laptops.  Otherwise, 
class is a pen and paper zone.  Please turn off your mobile phone before you 

enter class.  The first time your mobile goes off during class, you will lose a point 
on your final grade.  Penalty points will double every time your cellphone goes 
off after that.  If you are caught texting, you will receive a five point penalty for 

the term.  If my mobile phone goes off at any point, everyone in class will get five 
point on their final grade for the term! 

ABSENCES & LATENESS 

More than two excused or unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for 
the course.  If you miss class, you will be given a make-up assignment, so please 
come see me during my office hours to find out what it is.  Two late arrivals (five 
minutes after I arrive) or early departures (five minutes before the class is 
dismissed) will be counted as one absence.  A very late arrival (over twenty 
minutes) will also be counted as an absence. 

EMERGENCY POLICY 

Should class be canceled for weather-related or other emergencies, assignments will 

be posted on Moodle so that you may complete your work while we are away.  If 

possible, class may also be conducted through Skype or G-mail video chatting. 

 

THE HONOR CODE & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Academic Honor Code 

Cheating and plagiarism are offenses that strike at the heart of the academic 

community and are strictly prohibited as set forth by the Eckerd College Honor Code: 

"On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal nor to 

tolerate these behaviors in others." 



 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is abiding by the Eckerd College honor code. The most common 

classroom forms of violating the honor code are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating 

includes obtaining information illegitimately, giving others information illegitimately, 

or acting as an accomplice in a cheating situation. Plagiarism is intentionally 

representing someone else's work as one's own. Any misrepresentation of a student's 

academic work may be considered academic dishonesty. 

 

My Plagiarism Policy 

Work thought to be plagiarized will be reported to the Academic Honor Council.   If 

found to be plagiarized, you will receive a failing grade for the course.  For more 

details, please see Eckerd's Student Handbook.  If you have concerns about issues 

which may constitute plagiarism, please see me before you submit written work.  

 

E-MAIL POLICY 

I love receiving e-mails from students, but I love talking to students more! If you 
have a question that requires a lengthy response, please see me after class or 

during my office hours and I will be happy to speak with you.  I am always 
available during office hours, but if you are not available during these times we 

can schedule an appointment outside office hours.  To sum up:don't use e-mail to 
discuss things.  That's what conferences are for.  I get so many e-mails that I 

prefer to respond in one or two quick sentences, and ask you to frame your e-
mail questions so I can respond quickly. 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

If you have special needs that should be taken into consideration for you to 
perform at your best in this class, please feel free to make an office appointment 

to discuss them with me.  

 


