
AT 25 – Freud and the Modern Imagination 
Autumn Term 2012 

 

Professor Barnet Hartston     E-mail: hartstbp@eckerd.edu 

Office: FT 237       Hours:  by appointment!!! 

Phone: x7550         

 

Course Goals: 
1.) To acclimate you to college-level expectations for work and achievement 

2.) To help you learn about academic (and non-academic) resources at Eckerd 

3.) To help you begin mastery of college-level writing and communication skills 

4.) To encourage deeper critical analysis of literature, film, and art 

5.) To help you learn about Freudian theory and its impact on 20
th

 Century culture 

6.) To have fun 

 

AT 2012 Course Schedule:    Reading Assignment Due: 
  

Week 1: Freudian Theory 

 Sat 8/11 Course Intro    None 

   

Mon 8/13 The Freudian Model    An Autobiographical Study (FR, pp. 3-41)  

Initial Writing Assignment Due 

 

Tue 8/14 Dream Analysis (Moo! #1)  On Dreams (FR, pp. 142-172) 

   

Wed 8/15 Presentations    Begin Civilization and Its Discontents (FR) 

 Presentation Groups 1, 2, & 3 

  (The Amazing Race @ Library 2:00pm)  

 

Thu 8/16 Presentations    More Civilization and Its Discontents (FR) 

 Presentation Groups 4, 5, 6 & 7 

 

Fri 8/17 The Discomforts of Culture (Moo! #2) Finish Civilization and Its Discontents (FR) 

 

 

Week 2: Freud and Modern Culture  

 Mon 8/20 Freud Quiz / Reading Images  None  

 

 Tue 8/21 Visit to the Dalí Museum   None 

  

 Wed 8/22 What is Surrealism?  (Moo! #3)  André Breton, Surrealist Manifesto (on Moodle) 

     

 Thu 8/23 Surrealism and Film   Justin Frank, “Just in Focus” (on Moodle) 

Second Paper Due   “Honey, I Kidded the Shrink…” (on Moodle) 

 

 Fri 8/24 Freud, Dalí, and Hitchcock   None 

 

Week 3: Freud and Academia 

Mon 8/27 Freud and Literature (Moo! #4)  Creative Writers and Daydreaming (FR, pp. 436-443) 

 

Tue 8/28 Freud and Anthropology (Moo! #5) Marcelo Suarez-Orozco, “A Study of Argentine Soccer: The 

       Dynamics of its Fans and their Folklore” (on Moodle) 

 

Wed 8/29 Freud and History (Moo! #6)  Robert Waite, “Hitler: Guilt Feelings and Perverted Sexuality”  

(on Moodle) 

 

Thu 8/30 Freud’s Critics & WHGC Intro  None 

Final Paper Due 

 



 

 

 

 

Course Textbook:  Gay, Peter (ed.) The Freud Reader (FR); Other sources on reserve or available on Moodle. 

 

Moodle: Several required assignments are available on Moodle. You may access  Moodle through a link on your “My 

Eckerd” page, and your Moodle ID and password are the same as the ID and password for your Eckerd e-mail account. While 

you can do the reading assignments on-line, you should make sure that you have access to either an electronic or hardcopy 

version of the readings during our in-class discussions. Also available on Moodle are your Moodle response assignments, a 

copy of the syllabus, the paper assignments for the class, and a guide for your Freud presentations. 

 

Emergency Contingency Planning: There is always a possibility that our semester might be interrupted by such things as 

tropical cyclones, rabid manatees, or zombie dolphins. If Eckerd College is evacuated for any reason, you should be sure to 

bring your texts, notes, and syllabus so that you are ready to continue your coursework.  Even during an extended evacuation, 

this course will continue (via e-mail or Moodle if necessary); therefore, if you wish to receive course credit, you should be 

prepared to continue with your studies as well. In such an event, it is imperative that you check your Eckerd e-mail and Moodle 

regularly from your off-campus location. If necessary, you should find an Internet café or public library to do so. 

 

Changes to Syllabus: This syllabus is subject to change. Reading assignments may be altered or added throughout the 

semester. Any changes will be announced in class, but it is the student’s responsibility to find out about such changes in case of 

absence. All assignments must be completed in order to pass this course. 

 

Accommodation of Disability: If you have a disability or believe that you qualify for accommodations under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act or other laws, please contact Disability Support Services at extension 8248 or via email at 

<dss@eckerd.edu> as soon as possible. Appropriate accommodations can only be arranged through that office, and may not be 

made retroactively. 

  

Academic Integrity: This course will be conducted in accordance with basic standards of academic honesty. All students 

must submit their own original work or must document where they have used secondary materials. When you enroll in any 

course at Eckerd College, you pledge to live by the Eckerd Honor Code: "On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge 

not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others." As a symbol of your acceptance of this code and a reminder 

of your promise of academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” at the end of each submitted assignment 

and sign your name. Faculty must pass on all cases of suspected plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Honor Council for 

adjudication. The typical minimum penalty for academic dishonesty is failure of the entire course. 

 

Course Assignments: 
1.) Attendance and Participation: 5% -- Students in Autumn term should not miss any classes. This is especially  

vital since one day in Autumn term is equal to a week in a full semester. If you do miss a class, you should 

expect that absence to affect your grade. Also, my expectation is that you will not simply attend each class, 

but that you will participate actively.  You should strive to contribute intelligent questions and observations 

during each and every class period.  

 

2.) Library Tutorial: 5% -- This assignment is an on-line plagiarism tutorial. It is a required assignment that must be  

completed.  

 

3.) Autumn Term Portfolio: 5% -- During Autumn Term, you will participate in a variety of co-curricular activities  

outside of class. Some of these activities are required, but you may also select from a range of optional 

activities. Each activity you attend should be documented in your Autumn Term workbook (included in your 

AT materials). The workbook will then be turned in to Student Affairs by the end of Autumn Term. If the 

Portfolio passes, you will receive a grade of 100% (and credit for 3 CPS events); if it fails, you will receive a 

zero. Note: As with all other assignments, plagiarism on the portfolio will be adjudicated by the Academic 

Honor Council.. 

 

 

 

 

 



4.) Moodle Assignments: 30% -- During Autumn Term, you will be required to submit responses to six sets of  

questions about our readings. Your submissions should be thoughtful essay responses which include some 

discussion and even quotes from the assigned readings. While group study is generally encouraged in this 

class, your submissions here must reflect your own interpretations and thoughts based on your own reading 

and analysis. Copying or paraphrasing the submission of your classmates is not appropriate. If you do not 

have access to your own computer, you may use one of the many computer labs on campus. Printed 

responses should be submitted only as a last resort. Each Moodle assignment should be submitted before 

class on the day marked with (Moo!) on the syllabus. Late responses will receive no more than half-credit; 

however, your lowest Moodle assignment score will be dropped. 

 

5.) Freud Quiz: 20%  – A half-hour quiz on Freudian terms and concepts given on Monday, August 22 

 

6.) Group Presentation: 10% -- See Assignment Sheet Below 

 

7.) Papers: 25% 

a.) Initial Paper: Required but ungraded. This assignment is designed to test your writing skills and will  

be used to suggest possible placement in writing courses. Although it is not graded, it is a required 

assignment that you should take seriously. 

b.) Second Paper: (5%) – See Assignment Sheet Below 

c.) Final Paper: (20%) – See Assignment Sheet Below 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper Assignments 

AT 7 – Freud and the Modern Imagination 

 

Reminder: As a symbol of your acceptance of the Eckerd College Honor Code and a reminder of your promise 

of academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” on each of your written assignments and 

sign your name. 

 

 

1.) Initial Paper Assignment – (Required but ungraded)  Paper Due:  Monday 8/13 

What is a “liberal arts education”? Find a good definition and cite the source appropriately (in any citation 

style you choose). Then, in a short essay of at least a page discuss why this definition fits (or doesn’t fit) your 

expectations of a college education at Eckerd. What is a “liberal arts education” good for?  

 Your essay should contain a thesis statement, and it must be typed and double-spaced.  The main goal of this 

assignment is to give me a sense of your writing style and skill. Based partly on this assignment, I will make 

recommendations for you to take a writing class in the Fall or perhaps later in your academic career. Note: Taking a 

writing class is not required at Eckerd, but it is highly recommended, especially for students who are not confident in 

their writing skills.  

 

2.) Second Paper Assignment – (5%)   Paper Due: Thursday 8/23 

You have two options on this assignment: you can either write an essay response to a painting from the Dalí 

Museum or to the film “Un Chien Andalou,” which we will be viewing in class and which will be available on reserve 

at the library. Because this is a formal assignment, problems with grammar and style that interfere with the clarity of 

your argument will affect your grade. Also, you are strongly DISCOURAGED from using secondary sources (other 

than your Freud reader) for this paper assignment; however, if you do consult any outside sources, be sure that all 

material quoted or paraphrased from these sources is properly cited. You will also need to have both footnotes (or 

endnotes) and a bibliography page. 

As a symbol of your acceptance of the Eckerd College Honor Code and a reminder of your promise of 

academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” at the bottom of your last text page and sign your 

name. 

 

 Option 1: Dalí Response Paper 

Choose a painting from the Dalí museum interested or affected you the most, and discuss how 

Freudian theories or Freudian symbols might help us gain insight into this particular artwork. Can you make 

any guesses as to what Freud might say about why Dalí painted it as he did (or why you reacted to it as you 

did)? Note: This paper is an exercise in developing your own impressions and connections, not in developing 

a “correct” Freudian interpretation of the painting. Make the best case you can, and use references or quotes 

from Freud to back up your case. Suggested length: 2 pages. 

 

Option 2: “Un Chien Andalou” 

Describe how Freudian theories or symbols might help us gain insight into the images (or 

juxtaposition of images) in this rather strange film. Can you make any guesses as to why Dalí and Buñuel 

might have used particular images or scenes (or why you reacted to them as you did)? Note: This paper is an 

exercise in developing your own impressions and connections, not in developing a “correct” Freudian 

interpretation of the film. Make the best case you can, and use references or quotes from Freud to back up 

your case. Suggested length: 2 pages. 

 

3.) Final Paper Assignment (25%) Paper Due: Thursday 8/30 

You have three options for this paper assignment: you may use Freudian theory to analyze one of your 

dreams, a film, or a book of your choice. Papers submitted for all of these topics will be graded both on the clarity and 

organization of your argument and on the depth of your analysis (and, of course, your use of important Freudian 

concepts and terms). The key here is not necessarily to come up with the “correct” interpretation, but to engage with 

the symbols and plot lines in your chosen “text” using what you have learned about psychoanalysis.  

 

 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 



 Final Paper Assignment (continued) 

Because this is a formal assignment, problems with grammar and style that interfere with the clarity of your 

argument will affect your grade. I would strongly encourage you to use (and cite) material from the Freud Reader, but 

I would otherwise discourage you from consulting outside sources. Any sources you consult must be properly cited in 

both footnotes and a bibliography. Papers should ideally be a minimum of five pages long. I encourage you to consult 

with peer tutors at the Writing Center (Seibert 103) on this assignment. 

As a symbol of your acceptance of the Eckerd College Honor Code and a reminder of your promise of 

academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” at the bottom of your last text page and sign your 

name. 

 

 

Option 1 – Dream Analysis 

Make an attempt to record or recall a recent dream. You might even have a paper and pen ready by your 

bedside to get the best and most complete description possible. If necessary, you can discuss more than one short 

dream; however, if you have difficulty recalling the details of your dreams, you might try a different paper topic. Once 

you have the details of your dream written down, you can then write a dream analysis paper that includes the 

following: 

  1.) A detailed description of the dream that includes the most important symbols, people, and events. This 

   description does not need to be a narrative story since many dreams do not follow a logical  

narrative sequence. 

  2.) Your analysis of the dream and its possible meaning. You should actively use Freudian theory (and  

terminology) to help you uncover symbolic connections to events in your life or to hidden conflicts 

deep in your psyche. This part of the paper is the most important. Your analysis should not be left as 

an afterthought. 

  3.) A discussion of your confidence (or lack of confidence) in this particular dream interpretation. Is this a  

useful practice? Have you learned something about yourself?  

 

Option 2 – Film Analysis 

Select a film and attempt to analyze its characters and/or plot using what you have learned about 

psychoanalytic theory. You should actively use (and cite) material from the Freud Reader to aid your analysis, and 

you should consult the article by Justin Frank to help guide your approach. Your aim here should be to use 

psychoanalytic theory to gain insight into the film, especially in terms of the psychological development of particular 

characters, the dynamics of particular relationships, or the use (or juxtaposition) of powerful psychological symbols, 

images, or dialogue throughout the film.  

 

Suggested film choices: Psycho (Hitchcock, 1960) 

Blue Velvet (Lynch, 1986) 

Fight Club (Fincher, 1999) 

 

Option 3 – Literary Analysis  

There are many fictional books that are filled with themes, symbols, and characters that Freud would have 

loved to analyze, including shame, madness, religiosity, gender identity, and  family relationships. In this essay, you 

should select a book – and get approved by me in advance. Your paper should analyze the book’s characters and/or 

plot points using what you have learned about psychoanalytic theory, and you should actively use (and cite) material 

from the Freud Reader to aid your analysis. Your aim here should be to use psychoanalytic theory to gain insight into 

the text, especially in terms of the psychological development of main characters, the dynamics of particular 

relationships, or the use (or juxtaposition) of powerful psychological symbols, images, or dialogue throughout the 

work. 

 

Possible short literary choices: Kafka, “The Judgment” or “Metamorphosis” 

     Wilde, “The Picture of Dorian Gray” 

     Shakespeare, “Hamlet”  

 

 


