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Breaking U.S. Oil Addiction 
Autumn Term 2012 

9:00 am – 12:00 noon, FO 100A 

      

Instructor: Professor Jill Collins     

Office:   FO 107    

E-mail:  collinjp@eckerd.edu    

Phone:   864-8425    

 

 

Welcome to Autumn Term!  I am excited to meet all of you and have you in my class this 

year.  I have designed this Autumn Term class to combine intensive reading, writing, oral 

presentation and discussion to provide an introduction to college level learning.  I also 

serve as your mentor and advisor, your fist stop in figuring out what classes to take, how 

to sign up for them, and how to start thinking about designing your program here at 

Eckerd.  I won’t have all the answers but I’ll certainly be able to help you find them. 

 

Overview 
 

This course examines the current and future role of oil in the U.S. economy.  The goals 

are (1) to develop an ability to critically assess existing U.S. oil policy, and (2) to 

formulate recommendations for future policy, given the decreasing supply and increasing 

demand for this nonrenewable resource, its importance to the U.S. economy, and its 

national security and environmental consequences.  Various policy options will be 

explored, including supply-based measures such as increased oil drilling and use of 

unconventional sources (e.g., tar sands), as well as demand-based measures such as fuel 

economy standards, oil taxes, conservation incentives, increased public transportation, 

and alternatives (e.g., biofuels). 

 

Policies and grading 

  

Attendance at every meeting is absolutely mandatory.  All writing and reading 

assignments must be completed on time. 

  

The grade for the course will be based on the following: 

a. Reaction papers.  To facilitate your retention of the material and to prepare you 

for class discussion, each class you will submit a typed, double-spaced one-page 

paper that provides your response to the assigned readings.  Reaction papers are 

not as formal as research papers, but are more coherent than a “stream of 

consciousness” you might write in a journal.  Reaction papers should consist of a 

brief summary of what you’ve read and what you found most interesting (or 

surprising) in the assigned reading.  Be sure to include specific references (by 

page) to places in the text you found especially relevant.  Reaction papers will be 

collected at the end of the class period for check-grading.  If it is apparent you did 

not do the reading you will not receive credit. [35%] 
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b. Reducing oil dependence paper.  In this assignment you will utilize the library to 

find two articles on an option to reduce oil dependence (e.g., an alternative to oil 

such as natural gas or a policy such as increasing fuel economy).  Options will be 

assigned in class.  One article should come from one of the major national 

newspapers (e.g., The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington 

Post) and the other should come from a library journal.  You will submit a 4-6 

page paper summarizing the articles and providing your assessment of how 

effective this option might be in reducing oil dependence. [20%] 

c. Oral presentation of alternative.  In addition to a written paper you will also 

present your findings orally to the class. Additional information on this 

assignment will be provided in class [20%] 

d. Final exam. [20%] 

e. Participation. Come to class ready for positive and serious engagement with the 

course and each other.  Be prepared to actively discuss the assigned readings for 

each class period, and bring assigned books to class each day. [5%] 

 

 

Grades will be awarded as follows: 

A 93 – 100  C+ 77 – 79.9 

A- 90 – 92.9  C 73 – 76.9 

B+ 87 – 89.9  C- 70 – 72.9  

B 83 – 86.9  D 60 – 69.9  

B- 80 – 82.9  F  <60 

 

Required texts 

Gingrich, Newt.  Drill Here, Drill Now, Pay Less: A Handbook for Slashing Gas Prices 

and Solving our Energy Crisis.  Regnery Publishing, 2008. 

 

Heinberg, Richard.  The Party’s Over: Oil, War and the Fate of Industrial Societies, 2
nd

 

ed.  New Society Publishers, 2005. 

 

Klare, Michael T.  Blood and Oil: The Dangers and Consequences of America’s Growing 

Dependency on Imported Petroleum.  Metropolitan Books, 2004. 

 

Please bring assigned books to class each day, along with writing utensils and paper.  It’s 

also a good idea to buy a small stapler to keep in your backpack (stapled assignments are 

always preferable!). You should go ahead and buy your books for Western Heritage in a 

Global Context right now too! 

 

Honor Code 

All Eckerd students are required to pledge to the following honor code: "On my honor, as 

an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these 

behaviors in others."  All written assignments must have on them the word “Pledged” and 

the student’s signature, signifying their ongoing commitment to this code.  This college 

takes issues of academic honesty and plagiarism very seriously.  Violations of the Honor 

Code will be referred to the EC Academic Honor Council (AHC).  Typically, a first 
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offense violation of the Honor Code will result in failure in the course and a letter 

documenting academic dishonesty in the student’s file.  A second violation typically 

results in suspension from the college, and a third, expulsion. 

 

 

Emergency Preparedness 

If for any reason, Eckerd College is evacuated, students who leave campus for stays of 

overnight or longer should bring their texts, notes and syllabus so that they are ready to 

continue their course work.  In such an event, check your Eckerd e-mail from your off-

campus location and continue with the course work according to the syllabus and as 

delivered via Online Course Materials.   

   

Communication with Prof. Collins 

Email is the best way to communicate with me outside of class.  Email to me should 

always have a subject line.  Please refer to page 60 of A Writer’s Reference (in your 

WHGC book-pile) for further suggestions on writing email.  Office hours during Autumn 

Term are by appointment.  During the school year I will have regular office hours.  My 

office is located around the corner from our classroom in Forrer 107.  Please knock 

before entering.  My mailbox is in the Behavioral Sciences office, which is located in 

SHC 110.   

 

Americans with Disabilities Act Statement 

If you have a disability or believe that you qualify for accommodations under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act or other laws, please contact Disability Support Services 

(located in Edmundson Hall) at extension 8248 or via email at dss@eckerd.edu as soon as 

possible.  Appropriate accommodations can only be arranged through that office, and 

may not be made retroactively. 

 

Schedule of Course Topics   

 
Readings other than the primary texts will be posted on Moodle (found in Online Course 

Materials).   

 

Saturday 8/11 
 

Welcome!  Introduction to the course and Autumn Term 

 

Read for class on Monday 8/13:  Heinberg, p. 45-78 

 

mailto:dss@eckerd.edu


Page 4 of 6 

Monday 8/13 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion:  Energy and the Economy  

 

Film: A Crude Awakening 

 

Read for class on Tuesday 8/14:  Heinberg, p. 92-119 

 

Tuesday 8/14 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: Depletion Concerns 

10:45 – 11:45 Presentation: Note-taking Strategies and Time Management 

 

Read for class on Wednesday 8/15:    

Heinberg, p. 119 – 136 

Appenzeller, Tim. “The End of Cheap Oil.” National Geographic June 2004. 

Maugeri, Leonardo.  “The Crude Truth About Oil Reserves.” The Wall Street Journal 4 

November 2008. 

 

Wednesday 8/15 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: Depletion Concerns 

 

Read for class on Thursday 8/16:  

Begley, Sharon.  “What the Spill Will Kill.”  Newsweek 14 June 2010. 

Walsh, Bryan.  “The Truth About Oil.” Time 9 April 2012. 

 

 

Thursday 8/16 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: The Gulf Oil Spill, “Extreme” Oil  

 

Read for class on Friday 8/17: Pollan, Michael.  “Farmer in Chief.”  The New York Times 

12 Oct. 2008. 
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Friday 8/17 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion:  The Food System and Environmental Concerns 

10:00  Rahall Center 

 

Read for class on Monday 8/20: Klare, p. 1-74 

 

 

Monday 8/20 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: Geopolitical Concerns 

10:00 – 11:00 Writing Workshop SE 103 

 

Read for class on Tuesday 8/21:  

Klare, p. 75-112 

Howard, Roger. “An Ode to Oil.”  The Wall Street Journal Nov. 29, 2008. 

 

Tuesday 8/21 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: Geopolitical Concerns 

10:30   Library Instruction  

 

Read for class on Wednesday 8/22:  

Gingrich, p. 1-66 

Walsh, Bryan. “The Gas Dilemma.” Time 11 April 2011. 

 

Wednesday 8/22 

 

Reaction paper due 

 

Discussion: Other Fossil Fuel Alternatives 

 

Read for class on Thursday 8/23: Gingrich, p. 67-142 
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Thursday 8/23 

 

Reaction paper due  

 

Discussion: Other Fossil Fuel Alternatives 

 

Read for class on Monday 8/27: Heinberg, p. 137-184 

 

 

Friday 8/24 

 

Class Trip  Progress Energy Bartow Power Plant 

 

 

Monday 8/27 

 

Reducing Oil Dependence Paper due 

 

Student Presentations and Discussion  

 

 

Tuesday 8/28 

 

Student Presentations and Discussion  

 

 

Wednesday 8/29 

 

Student Presentations and Discussion  

 

 

Thursday 8/30 

 

Final exam 

 


