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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE 

 

This class is devoted to examining some ways in which psychologists study human relationships.  

Our emphasis is therefore on thinking in logical and systematic ways about issues of love, liking, 

friendship, and attraction between people.  This does not mean that our own experiences and feelings 

about these matters are unimportant--on the contrary, most scientific investigations of these topics 

probably got their start from a psychologist's hunch or intuition based on personal experience.  What 

is important to remember, however, is that our own personal experiences are only the starting point 

for scientific understanding.  We must move beyond our own feelings and intuitions to carefully and 

fairly test these ideas.  That is how science proceeds, and that is the course we will take during the 

next three weeks.   

 

GRADING 

 

Grades in this project will be based on three factors:  class participation, writing assignments, and a 

final exam.   

 

1.  CLASS PARTICIPATION:  One of the nicest things about Eckerd College in general, and the 

Autumn Term (AT) in particular, is the relatively small class size.  Because the AT classes generally 

contain 20 - 25 students, there is plenty of opportunity for everyone to contribute to the class 

discussion.  Part of your grade is determined by your participation during class; however, let me be 

clear about one thing.  Your grade is based on your amount of participation, not on the quality of it.  

That is, I am not going to give you lower grades on participation because I think your comments are 

wrong, or if I disagree with them.  You are not expected to always have a brilliant insight to share 

with us (although if you do have one, please speak up!); what I am interested in is your willingness 

to be in class, prepared, and ready to participate fully in our discussion of the day's topic.  Because I 

think this is so important, your class participation will count for 30% of your final grade. 

 

Part of this class participation grade will be based on your completion of two different Autumn Term 

activities.  The first of these is an on-line tutorial on plagiarism (which we will discuss in more 

detail), and the second is the Autumn Term portfolio which will document your participation in a 

variety of different events this month.  Completing each of these counts for 5% of your Autumn 



Term grade.  Thus, out of the 30% of your grade that is class participation, 10% will come from 

completing these assignments and 20% will come from your actual contributions during class. 

 

2.  WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:  There will be three kinds of writing assignments in this class.  

First, you will be asked to write relatively short (2-3 typewritten, double-spaced pages) reaction 

papers regarding some topic in class--that is, to briefly respond to some idea or research we have 

read about or discussed in class.  Second, you will be asked to write three “journal entries” in which 

you reflect on your experiences here at Eckerd while connecting them to material we are covering in 

class.  Third, you will be asked to write one longer paper (4-6 typewritten pages) in which you deal 

with some topic in more detail.  We will talk more about each assignment in class.  All together, 

these writing assignments will count for 35% of your final grade. 

 

3.  FINAL EXAM:  There will be one exam in this class, falling on Thursday, August 30.  It will be 

comprehensive; that is, you will be responsible for all the material we have covered during this class.  

The exam will include questions of several different types:  multiple-choice, short answer, matching, 

and short essay.  We will discuss the exam as we get closer to the end of the Autumn Term.  This 

exam will count for 35% of your final grade. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Ordinarily, I do not require mandatory attendance in my classes.  However, for several reasons an 

Autumn Term class is slightly different.  

 

 The material is very concentrated--we are covering a semester's worth of material in 

only 3 weeks.  As a result, any absence means the loss of considerable course 

material.  

 

 It is your very first college class ever--it therefore seems an especially good idea to 

get off on the right foot (that is, by showing up!). 

 

 The class is heavily weighted toward class discussion and participation, which means 

that your absence (and lack of participation) will hurt not only you but your 

classmates as well.  For these reasons (and others) I think it is very important to have 

good attendance in this class. 

 

 

     As a result, I will use the following system to encourage good attendance.  If you miss one class, 

then the "Class Participation" portion of your grade will be dropped one letter grade.  If you miss 

two classes, it will be dropped two letter grades.  Missing three or more classes (which of course is 

an exceptionally unwise thing to do) will result in an automatic failing grade on the "Class 

Participation" portion of the course.  Because your grade on class participation will probably be the 

highest of your three components (and will therefore almost certainly pull up your grades on the test 

and writing assignments), it will be foolish in the extreme for you to miss classes and damage that 

portion of your grade.  You will be throwing away the one component of your final grade on which 

it is easiest to do well. 

 



HURRICANES 

 

In some ways, going to school in Florida is like paradise . . . but not in every way.  I refer, of course, 

to our location in the southeastern U.S. during the months of August, September, and October.  

These months are the heart of hurricane season.  During this time, tropical weather systems often 

approach the Florida peninsula, and as a result Eckerd College sometimes closes down for a few 

days so that students, faculty, and staff can relocate away from the storm.  When this happens, you 

are expected to continue doing all the assigned work in all of your courses; this is true of our 

Autumn Term class as well. 

 

If we are forced to evacuate during August, I will make assignments before we leave and give you 

detailed instructions as to when they are to be sent to me via email.  Take your text, readings, 

notes, and syllabus with you wherever you go.  Check your email as regularly as possible 

during any evacuation in case I send out additional information about the class.  In addition, 

course information will be available at the Eckerd Moodle site on the Internet at the following 

address:  

 

http://moodle.eckerd.edu/moodle_20121/course/view.php?id=41 

 

 

HONOR CODE 

 

“On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these 

behaviors in others.” 

 

This is Eckerd College’s Honor Code; I expect everyone in class to abide by this code with regard to 

all assignments for this course.  Toward that end, I will require that each assignment for this class 

contain an indication that the work turned in was done without any inappropriate aid.  This will be 

done by writing the word “Pledged”, followed by your name, on each assignment:  exam, short 

paper, term paper, or email question.   

 

 

                       TOPIC                                                     ASSIGNMENT 
 

P R E L I M I N A R I E S 

 

Aug. 11: Introduction; Get acquainted ---------- 

 

Aug. 13: Scientific methods of research IR, Chapter 2 

 

Aug. 14: Affiliation:  Why do we want to be    Weiss ("The provisions of . . .") 

 with others? Schachter (“Anxiety and affiliation”) 

 

 

 

 



I N I T I A L   A T T R A C T I O N 

 

 

Aug. 15: Propinquity and Mere Exposure IR, pp. 70 - 74 

  Segal ("Alphabet and attraction . . .") 

 

Aug. 16: Physical attractiveness and IR, pp. 74 - 88 

 desirable characteristics Singh (Chapter 7)  

 

 

F R I E N D S H I P   &   L I K I N G 

 

Aug. 17: Reinforcement theories of liking: IR, pp. 89 - 104  

 social provisions; similarity;  

 complementarity 

 

Aug. 20: Exchange and Equity Theories IR, Chapter 6  

   

 

L O V I N G 

 

Aug. 21: Cultural and historical roots Stone ("Passionate attachments . . .")  

 of love (I) Blumstein & Schwartz (pp. 25-31) 

   

Aug. 22: Cultural and historical roots  ------------- 

 of love (II) 

 

Aug. 23: Biological roots of love: Buss ("Love acts . . ."; pp. 100-109) 

 evolution and attachment  

 

Aug. 24: Liking vs. loving; passionate IR, Chapter 8 

 vs. companionate love; theories 

 of passionate love 

 

Aug. 27: "Colors" of love; Triangular  Sternberg (“The ingredients . . .”; pp.  

 theory of love 221-233.) 

  

Aug. 28: Conflict in relationships IR, Chapter 11  

   

Aug. 29: Social media; exam review Marche (“Is Facebook . . .”; pp. 1-17) 

 

Aug. 30: Final Exam 

 

Aug. 31: No Class 


