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The faculty guide provides some information on the Holocaust, a bibliography and interview with Elie 
Wiesel, and some excellent questions put together by Harry Ellis.  
 
Here are some additional questions and possible activities Monday March 8th. 
  
Additional Discussion Questions:  
 

1. Text specific questions:  
 On pages 4-5, Moshe the Beadle returns to Signet to warn others about what’s “to happen.” 

Why does nobody believe him? People couldn’t believe that society could be so cruel and 
inhumane; others did not want to believe such evil and cruelty was true and part of their 
destiny. Are there other warnings of what’s to come?  

 How does Elie Wiesel’s faith change throughout the text?  
 How does Elie Wiesel’s relationship between him and his father change in the text? Much of 

the book focuses on this relationship; why doesn’t Wiesel say much about his father’s death 
and the months immediately thereafter?  

 How does Elie Wiesel’s ‘personal freedom’ change in the novel? How does he keep his 
‘freedom’ alive?  

 
2. General questions:  

 Elie Wiesel has spent the greater part of his life to keeping the memory of the Holocaust 
alive. Why do you think he has devoted his life to this? (This is a good opportunity to 
discuss the relationship between freedom and individual responsibility).  

 What is the symbolism of the book title “Night”?  
 (from Brunello’s lecture) What is the hope of freedom, when genocide is always possible?  
 How could those who participated, organized or benefited from the oppression and genocide 

of the Jews, Polish, Gypsies, etc., allowed such atrocities to take place? How or why did 
people go along with this? Were they not free to stop the horror?  

 (questions from Sandra Harris) When does the American government interfere and 
intervene with other societies to alleviate the oppression of peoples or atrocities against 
human beings? How do we draw the line between helping others and imposing our beliefs on 
another culture? 

  
Activities:  

1. Since Wiesel will be talking with the students this Friday, ask students to prepare a question that 
they would most like to ask Wiesel, or a list of questions if they had an opportunity to interview 
him.  

 
2. Have students write a narrative poem or short story (1 page) from the perspective of a Holocaust 

survivor to share aloud in class.  
 

3. Have students write an emotional response to Night. How has this text influenced their ideas or 
viewpoints on the Holocaust? What do they think of Wiesel? This is a good opportunity for them to 
share their viewpoints and discuss how people can survive and cope with such inhumane events.  

 
4. Have students choose and share a particular passage that they found most interesting, emotionally 

provoking or surprising.  
 


