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I would add to Harry’s excellent list something like, “To what extent is an individual responsible 
for exertions of power committed by the state (country, etc.) in which s/he lives? Or to what 
extent is one responsible for actions that follow from – or are attributed to – one’s ideas/words? 
German villager/obedient soldier/Nietzsche…. 
 
Bill 
 
ellishw@eckerd.edu wrote: 
 
Dear Colleagues – 
 
I am “in charge” of helping at tomorrow’s Monday PM meeting with preparation for Friday’s 
(22 February) discussion on Elie Wiesel’s NIGHT. We read the book for that discussion on 
Friday, then have a “Lecture” titled “A Conversation with Elie Wiesel” next Monday morning. 
There is no reading assignment for Monday. 
 
Here are some questions on NIGHT that I believe might stimulate some discussion. I like 4, 5, 7, 
and 8 the best. 
 

1. What is your reaction to the several opportunities that Wiesel and his fellow villagers 
have to escape? Do you think YOU would have “listened” to the warnings? 

 
2. After leaving the village almost the entire book is the story of Elie’s concern for his 

father. When his father finally dies, the story simply skips ahead several months to a brief 
(about 2 pages) account of the liberation of the camps. Why does Elie Wiesel omit these 
months? 

 
3. Almost none of the Germans are NAMED in the book, whereas many of the Jews – even 

those who are aiding the Germans in the camps – are. Why do you think this is? 
 

4. Why do you think that Wiesel imposed a ten-year silence on himself before writing the 
book? 

 
5. How “angry” does the book appear to you? Does Wiesel depict the Germans as “evil?” 

How would you characterize the emotional attitude that Wiesel has in describing the 
events? 

 



6. Wiesel briefly relates that a group of Jews in the death camp holds a “trial” of God. How 
does this attitude toward God compare with that of (say) Jacob in Genesis? (You might 
want to read the last portion [verses 10-22] of the 28th chapter of Genesis, where Jacob 
[who is later renamed Israel] promises that IF Yahweh will protect him and provide for 
him THEN “the Lord shall be my God!”) 

 
7. What one question do you think you would most like to ask Elie Wiesel about his 

experience in the death camps and his life afterward? 
 

8. When we discussed the second half of THINGS FALL APART, many of you expressed 
the strong conviction that the Europeans should not have carried their “civilization” (and 
their Christianity) to the Ibo – that the African culture should have been respected, even 
though it included “throwing away” twin infants and contained and entire class of the 
population (the “outcasts”) who had second-class status (at best). The present question 
then is: should the “Allies” have held the Germans morally culpable for their treatment of 
THEIR Jews? After all, if the German “culture” despised Jews and held them responsible 
for the evils that befell the rest of society, how can we as outsiders impose our values on 
that culture? 

 
NOTE: I absolutely refuse to get bogged down in a discussion of whether the 
allies “knew” or “didn’t know” what was going on. That is not the point of the 
question. Rather, it is whether one should “respect” an alien culture (even what it 
appears despicable to us) or attempt to “enlighten” and change it. Taliban’s 
treatment of women is another example: note that we did not intervene in either 
Nazi Germany or Taliban-ruled Afghanistan until we were attacked. 

 
9. What is your response to those today who deny that the Holocaust actually happened? By 

the way, Dr. Ken Keeton, Professor of German at Eckerd College for more than three 
decades and now retired, was an American soldier in 1945 and participated in the 
liberation of the death camps. He has given first-hand accounts of what he saw. 
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