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Ideas for Teaching Night 

Spohrer, Spring 2007 

 

This is the lesson plan I used for Night last spring.  It worked very well; discussion could have 

continued long past the hour and five minutes. 

 

• put students into groups of two and three. 

• write four questions on the board and assign two groups to each question.  (I like doing 

this because it can generate good discussion based on the discrepancies in the groups’ 

answers.) 

• students must find textual evidence for their answers; I require at least three quotes for 

each answer (including page numbers). 

 

Below, I’ve written the four questions I used last year.  They are quite broad, which ideally gives 

the groups a lot of flexibility in their answers.  (Requiring the use of quotes, though, keeps their 

answers from being too broad or general – I hope.)  Under each question, I’ve also listed quotes 

that help to answer the questions, as well as more questions to ask as the groups share their 

answers.  I’ve bolded the quotes I want to make sure we get to as a class. 

 

 

[what is the purpose of Wiesel’s writing the text? what is its exigence?]  
(Kevyn, Abbey, Jim) (Leah, Ray, Kayla) 

-he asks, and partially answers, this exact question in the introduction 

 -prevent insanity (vii) – or understand it 

 -legacy of words (vii) 

 -preserve a record (vii) 

 -give meaning to survival (viii) 

 -testimony (viii, xv) 

  -presence; I/we exist 

 

 -evidence 

-St. Pete Times article 

 

-perhaps he, like Moishe, wants us to “ just listen!” (7) 

 **why don’t they listen?  why do we listen now? 

 -parallels between Wiesel’s Night and Moishe’s desire to tell everyone 

 

-“the deportees were quickly forgotten” (6) 

-“we had already forgotten all about them” (20) 

 

-wants it to be concrete, not abstract (9) 

 -Mrs. Schachter image (25) 

-ditch and word “chimney” not an abstractions (32, 39) 

 -no guards in sight, only the chimney’s shadow (40) 

  

-role of observer 
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-narrator “observant” (3) 

-“watching them file past” “it was like a page torn from a book (17) 

-he’s a witness in a way that his father couldn’t be (43) 

-“I felt like an observer, a stranger” (68)  -- this connected to his loss of faith,  

challenge to God 

 

-with writing of Night, inserts his story into history—no longer removed from it 

-remembering (91) 

 

 

[what role does faith play in the text?] 
(Brian, Ashley) (Melissa, Stephanie L.) 

**why start off with Moishe the Beadle and with this explanation of his love for religion and the 

Kabbalah? 

-huge jump between pages 5 and 6 

 -violent rendering, tearing apart 

 -juxtaposition of the language   

 -faith ruptured, just as the language is, just as the serenity of the scene is 

 
-losing his religion (33); then on 34, says the flames consumed his faith forever 

**so why does he then recite from the Kaddish? (34) 

-“I thanked God…for his infinite and wondrous universe” (38) 

 

-“I had ceased to pray….I doubted His absolute justice” (45) 

-asks where his God is (66) – no longer believes in the “new year,” so it’s a particular crisis of 

faith in Judaism.  **why?  

**what’s the difference?  Some people turn to faith in crisis situations; here, he’s turning 

from it 

-Akiba Drumer loses his faith (77); for him, faith = survival 

-faith an escape from reality for Zalman (86) 

-faith in father – “my father’s presence was the only thing that stopped me” (86) 

 

[how would you characterize human nature in the text?] 
(David, Kari) (Matt, Steph N., Tess) 

-don’t believe Moishe – why? (p. 7) 

 -simply too hard to contemplate that humans are capable of such inhumanity? 

  -“all this could not be real” (32) 
[note change: on p. 60, they doubt the credibility of reports that Allies making 

advances] 

-is that ... 

-optimistic? (9, 10) 

  -“we even doubted [Hitler’s] resolve to exterminate us” (8) 

  -“to the last moment, people clung to hope” (15) 

  -“there were even those who voiced optimism (20) 

  -“this kind of talk that nobody believed helped pass the time” (21) 

  -“we gave thanks to God” (when got to Auschwitz) (27) 
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  -small hopes: when on march, barbed wire of Gleiwitz looks good (92) 

**what does it mean to have hope here? how could you? (41)  

**how are we to interpret the persistence of hope, or the refusal to believe in humankind’s most 

base cruelty? 

-delusion (12) [that’s Wiesel looking back] 

-“our eyes opened. Too late” (23) 

-illusions left behind (29) 

-decide to hope rather than revolt (31) 

 

-45—Stein 

-“we pretended, for what if one of us still did believe” (46) 

-news about the front like a shot of morphine (80) 

-he would have died during march if not for his father (86) 

-something in me rebelled against that death” (89) 

(“the instincts of self-preservation...had all deserted us”  36) 

 

 

-incomprehensibly cruel 

 **does he suggest that we all has this capacity? (“the darkest zone of man” ix) 

 -Mrs. Schacter (pp. 25-26) 

 -inmates put in charge of other inmates (p. 39, for example) 

 -he gets angry at his dad rather than Idek:  “that’s what life in a cc had made of me” (54) 

 -pipel (p.63) 

-“‘In this place, it is every man for himself, and you cannot think of others’” (110) 

 **do the concentration camps bring out what’s “true” about human nature...or do 

 they, do those environments, change us? 

 

-hope dies hard; faith dies hard 

 

 

[where do you see Wiesel or other Jews exercising power? To what end?] 
(Kyle, Monica) (Camille, Tim) 

-we must do something (31) 

 -compares to Okonkwo in TFA 

-killing himself? (why doesn’t he?)  

-refused to give guard his shoes (48) 

-Franek:  “I knew I would win, kid” (56) 

-laughter at Idek (57) 

-soup? (59) 

-yelling before hanged (64) 

-Wiesel actually feels some power before God—how he’s the accuser (68) 
-“we were the m asters of nature, the masters of the world.  We had transcended 

everything – death, fatique, our natural deeds.  We were stronger than...” (86) 
-“something in me rebelled against that death” (89) 

 

 



 4

 

 

It may also be wise to use some class time to discuss questions for Wiesel’s lecture.  I’m having 

them come up with three for homework. 

 


